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gbMogro N4.10
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0 1 2 3 s dgBo
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Lod3bg-xo35bgmo 66.9% 13.1% 6.3% 13.8%
3o JoOmEwo 62.9% 12.6% 8.8% 15.7%
39bgmo 62.3% 10.7% 11.9% 15.1%
05 35-9Bbmdo s 9399 Lgsbgomo 63.6% 10.9% 7.0% 18.6%
399005 60.0% 11.9% 11.9% 16.3%
9399 JoH oo 75.6% 10.0% 5.0% 9.4%
Lmem 64.2% 12.1% 8.6% 15.1%

3989659005 FbMEM© 0l Fosero sB39690¢9gd0, HMIWYO0E HIbbowos Fgdu@do.

OOYMBOMNO  5M39d96E OOl  Mrom©abmds  LbgoolibgsazsM0s  Jmaol, ULdglol s
3950056¢3)0L Jobg3z0m3 (0b. b0 N4.11). d306M95 356353905 ol dobggzoom -
M3MHYMBOMO 3MRII6EH0 99093000 BAoMS© 0L 45dMygbgdrero Bodvowmdeosb
653039000, 300069 Tomodmeosbdo.  dgodg Lbgomdss bdqbol  dobgwgzgomsg
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39bLbg03905 439oBg M35 AoLs3gd0s 356M0BEHOL dobgzom - FgmEg 356056E 0L
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30069 30639000 35601056¢30bsTo.

gb®oo N4.11
56313963 gd0L b Jmws Ldglo 35605630
650m©9bmdS Lsdwmogrm  50seo | 3gEMmdomo  358MMdOmO I II
0 64.2% @ 60.4% = 68.1% 67.4% 60.9% 77.0% 51.2%
1 12.1% 11.9% 12.4% 12.2% 12.1% 12.1%  12.1%
2 8.6% 10.5% 6.5% 6.5% 10.7% 49%  12.2%
3 s 390 15.1% | 17.2% 13.0% 13.9% 16.4% 6.0%  24.4%
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53 d99bgds 3mBoEools s 9MydgbEgdol Mmom©bmdol MMHM0gMHMI0T>MMYdSL (0b.
3bO0wo 4.12), 3m0BoGH0MH0 ©s9M300gdwqdol 84.2%-0l 659OMIGdd0 YsMYmBO0mO
56MM3963Hgdo 96  23b30Y0s, bmwm  MOMYMBOMO  ITIMI0YOMEdoL  dJmbgms
4.9%-30 56 23b30gds MSOYMBoMO  9MRAMIIDFHJd0. gl 60Tbsgl, GMI IId0MO
©59M300090qd0ol dJmbgoms 15.8% 050633 094gbgdl Motrygmzom sGMymdgbBHgdl. o3
d99bgds 3mboEost - ,bdgbl o6 593l 360dz3bgEMds”, 3bOO0W0EB Jstysw BsbL, ™I
592356 3mB0E0sDY 3gMnBmS 69.4% 56 09gbgdls MoMymz0m SMRbEHOL, gl Bodbsgl,
™3 9l M35WLIHBOHOLO 5O 49olbIMOL S 56 JFMNHZ935 39BIOIEO MbILFMOMBOL
90856007 69530M0 ©3M30JIYgdoL dJmbgms 3mBoosL.

gbMogo N4.12
3330l dog® 3boE0s
3bsbgmgdmmo ULl
\ 3% 0] 6 (0] 3%
36dgbGHgdol e am OO(:;O © 5 3 32,660;’;3 © B 9603936900 mds (:) :(é(l;b
50030 5 SIm30 S 56 Bs
®500960D Q30M30QJOILI0>  @oUM30QIOJT) 56 5936
0 64.2% 84.2% 4.9% 69.4% 31.6%
1 12.1% 10.1% 14.9% 18.8% 34.2%
2 8.6% 3.2% 23.7% 7.1% 26.3%
3 s dgBo 15.1% 2.6% 56.6% 4.7% 7.9%

OMamOE 903mBbY, MIMYMR0mMO 9MYd96E OOl A5dmYygbgdol Lobdomg 353806 d0s
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4395bg bdoMo 9M39d96E9© 99m0ygbgds Joerol m30L939d0 @S Jobolinsmgdegdo,
39x 9O YOOYMBOMO 3MmbMEHS300m (359. o0 LGS S BMA0IOMO LodosbMdOL
IgbOHngds 56 Fgdeos) (9.8%), b8oMos m35wbsBOOLO, HMI Bmaogmmo 3HMmEBglool
QINBWGds  Joolomzol 897x39Mmqdgos (9.1%) b Homeo b F9mdargdgwos
(7.8%). 96033b9crm35605 oboE, HMI M0mMJdol sOEIMm BsIOMITo IR0 JLOMGOMS
35byBOOBO, HMI BMYPogH Mo 3OMTBILOOL sBEGds 3585353030l Mo 6
99090900, 4.1% dooBbg3l, MM sOLYdIMOL 3MMBIL0Jd0, OHMIJWDS  EIYREYDS
0505353030l J9RGMHGIJ0s, MBS SOG 9O gmxzows BsdsMo 0%y,
O™ 05953536 96 FgdEr0s 0930 J99MMZOL B0y Boddosbmdsl. gl Bodbsgl, GmI
5003100963900 R0JOMIYD, HMB 3585353V Y39 G030l BoddosbmdOl gobbmM309egds
3999905, OMIME, BMA0JOHMO  15dd0sbMmds Fsmmm3z0L  FgRgMHYdgE0s, bmerm
Joeobmgzgol sMLYIMBIL OHMymeE F9R9gM9gdgwo, 939, 999 gdgEo 3OHMBIB0JOOS.
535Lm9b, 7.2% 000Rbg3L, GMmI MIxmdILs0s, Joeo 56 ©I393IL ObgmO 3OHMBILOOm/
15g3056MdOm, OHMIGo BoBOIMNEG doEsDgs ITMI0YIMWO, beerm 7% 533,
O™3 oo o 3530 BLHMOGO0 96 G056 (oM, oMM Bsdmmzero
563963 do 0 Eolbdgds Jogrol s 3530L MMsbILHMOHMDdS, MMIEs T ©JOIYIOOL
0©963H0530306090s bMmErmE 35806 dmbEs 96QMII6ES©, OGMEILIE 30MHPI30 0gm
Bsdm™Ido 5d395GH0MYOM™O Joeobs o 3530 MIbILFMOHMDY).

77 50&H"MH096GH0 BogOHmdl, MM dxmdlos, Joero 393 MxbOL boddggdom s

393002900l S0BMEOm. 58 530FMIM0g6GH0  MYgwoysHY sxABYId0c 5T3MAL, GMA Jogwo
Q5 3930 0565LFMOGd0 96O 560, 49 bsdOMIdo a3b30gds MZoeLsBGOOLO, MM L™,
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96083690m3560 9005593930 9dg00 35305 Goommb.  3sbbdo ,Lbgs" Fgzo@s  oligmo
9090900, MMAMOJO0E: 193MMIM0 3MDBOEOOL AoLBSYSMGOSE 93EMOMO LaMdEOMBOL
JoOe039639w0@ )@ Y BHM0(3090D9(2365860:30);,,3000EH 0350050930l Mo bmdols
D653, FqLodems, 45dmofiz0ml 353900L MomEgbmdol 99d30Mgds“ (18 BadMmado); ,doergdols
Bo®000MdS 300303580 25300f393L JomUl™ (11 Bs8Mmdo) s 5.9. (0b. gbMowo N4.13).
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Research on the Views of the Youth on Gender Equality

General Results

Research Methodology

v The purpose of the project was to find out the views of the youth regarding gender equality
issues. To this end the research studied the answers to the essay questions regarding gender
equality included in the Georgian Language and Literature test versions I and II during the
2013 national exams by the means of combined content analysis (both quantitative and
qualitative).

v Special coding sheets were developed for content analysis. The purpose behind it was to
track down the type of variables in the papers by the university applicants, which could
then be analyzed quantitatively or qualitatively. Statistical analysis of the measurable data
demonstrates that it is representative of the 2013 applicant flow.

v A total of 1706 works were analyzed. Different papers by the test version, score and the au-
thor’s gender were almost equally used in the research. The papers were representative of
gender and score.

v Works were almost equally submitted from Tbilisi and 10 regions. Papers were representa-
tive of the specific regions in the East-West Georgia.

Demographic Data

v In 2013, in the course of the Unified National Exams, applicants took the Georgian language
and literature exam along with others. 38,553 applicants participated nationwide, however
only those who got the first and second versions of the test wrote about the gender issues - a
total of 19,400 applicants. A total of 9,689 applicants responded to the first version of the
essay and 9,711 wrote the second version. In the course of the research 1,706 works were
analyzed, 857 of which were the first essay versions and 849 of which were responses to the
second test. Balance between the gender groups as well as different scores was more or less
maintained in the course of data analysis.

v Only four demographic criteria about the authors of the submitted works were known to the
Institute of Social Studies and Analysis - region, sex, score, and test version. The works used
in the research are more or less equal by the four demographic characteristics.

v The works were selected from 10 regions of Georgia and Tbilisi. Approximately 160 works
were analyzed from each region. In the working process the least submissions were used
from the Racha-Lechkhum -Kvemo Svaneti (129 essays) and Mtskheta-mtianeti regions
(140 essays). In each region balance across gender groups and different scores was main-
tained, whereas less so by the test version.

v Out of the 1,706 works, 863 belonged to female applicants (50.6%) and 843 to males (49.4%).
Balance among each gender group is maintained by the score as well as the test version. As
for the score, 866 average score (50.8%) and 840 high score (49.2%) essays were analyzed.
In average as well as high score essays balance between the test versions and gender groups
was maintained.
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General Position of the Applicants

v The research aimed to examine the views regarding the gender equality issues in the youth,
by analyzing the argumentative essay responses to the test versions I and II of the Georgian
Language and Literature exam delivered in 2013. As it was noted, a total of 9,689 applicants
took the first version, and only 857 of them were included in the research.

v The essay prompt for the first version of the test was the following: “Significant increase in
the number of women in state government organs is necessary, for better administration of
political processes,” and the essay prompt on the second version was: “ there are professions,
(taking up of) which can be considered as fitting only for men or women “

v The test taker could either agree or disagree with the statements. Therefore, the applicants’
works were sorted into the following categories: “positive attitude towards gender equali-
ty” (the authors who agreed with the statement) and “the negative attitude towards gender
equality” (authors who disagreed with the statement).

v Majority of the applicants (77%) agree with the statement on the 1st test, whereas only tenth
(9.8%, 84 applicants) of the applicants disagree with it. Approximately the same number of
applicants believes that gender does not really matter (9.9%, 85 applicant). Position is not
clearly stated in 2.6% of the works. If during the analytical grouping of the papers we count
the position “gender does not matter” as a negative attitude, we will get the picture, where
the fifth of the university entrants (19.7%) are disapproving of the increase in the number of
women in politics.

v The majority of the applicants disagree with the statement on the 2nd version of the test
(62.2%, 528 applicants), whereas more than the third of the applicants support it (35.9%, 305
applicants). Less applicants display positive attitude towards gender equality in response to
this statement, than in response to the first one.

v In order to determine the percentage of the applicants with the positive attitude, the results of the
two versions of the test were combined. The study found that out of the 1706 works, 70% showed
a positive attitude, 27.8% - negative, and the position was not clear in 2.2% of the works.

v According to the combined data, the tendency towards the issue is better visible by regions.
Positive attitudes are most frequently expressed in the region of Kvemo Kartli (80.6%). Sim-
ilar responses are found in Guria (74.4%), Adjara (73.0%), Samtskhe-Javakheti (72.5%) and
Imereti (71.3%). Negative attitudes are relatively higher in the regions of Mtskheta-Mtianeti
(35.0%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (31.3%), Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (31.3%),
and Thilisi (30.6%). Attitude depends on score and sex.

v Positive attitudes are predominant among applicants with high scores. Negative attitudes
are expressed in the third of the works with an average score and the fourth of the works
with a high score.

v Positive attitudes towards gender equality are more frequent among female applicants, than
males. Approximately 22.6% of females show a negative attitude towards gender equality,
whereas almost a third of the works by male applicants demonstrate a negative attitude.

v The 70% majority of the positive attitudes is a kind of political statement which implies that
the majority of the youth would like to see more women in politics and other spheres. It
seems, the applicants (who are now probably two-three years into their academic careers)
are ready to discuss problems pertaining to gender, receive adequate information about
them and hold the right position.
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Arguments

v The test takers supported their positions by bringing arguments. Arguments presented a
kind of frame for the argumentative essays. Argument, as such, could be divided into posi-
tive and negative arguments. Each work could contain more than one argument.

v We find positive arguments in 1,289 works. Applicants most often employ the concept of
gender equality (559 works, 17.1% of works). The use of the concept of human rights is also
frequent (411 works, 12.6% of the essays). 386 essays employ the argument describing the
skills and characteristics of women (e.g. women are strong and that is precisely why they
should be more represented in politics) (11.8% of the works). 279 of test takers believe that
active participation of women will be important for the country’s democratization, devel-
opment, progress, etc. (8.5%). The above-mentioned arguments are the ones most used by
the applicants. Only 13 applicants stress that it is important to realize women’ capacities.
Generally, the applicants put a lesser emphasis on the results which the active involvement
of women in politics or other fields will have on women themselves.

v/ Arguments are most often used in the works from Kvemo Kartli (only 6.6% does not
bring an argument), and most rarely - in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (17.8%),
Samtskhe-Javakheti (16.7%) and Mtskheta-Mtianeti (15.9%). Only 8.4% of applicants that
took the first version of the test did not bring arguments to support their position, whereas
arguments were missing from works by almost a fifth of applicants who took the second
version of the test. It is important to note that in case of the first version essay the number of
arguments one could employ was higher than in the second case, so the results are logical.

v Negative arguments are missing from 1,095 works, therefore only 611 essays use them. Most
often women’s skills and characteristics are used as an argument, this time with a negative
connotation (e.g. women are weak and can't perform certain activities) (9.8%), idea that
certain occupations are unsuitable for women is also prevalent (9.1%) and so is the idea
that certain jobs are too difficult or even impossible for women to master (7.8%). It is also
important to note that basically in none of the essays, the opinion that some professions
may prove difficult or impossible for men is expressed. 4.1% believe that some professions
are unsuitable for men, however the idea that men may be incapable to become proficient at
a profession is never shown. It seems the applicants believe that men can perform all kinds
of jobs, but some are simply unsuitable for them, whereas in case of women there are occu-
pations which are unsuitable as well as impossible. Moreover, 7.2% believe that it is better
for women not to take up the sort of profession which requires physical work, and 7% claim
that men and women are not equal.

v Results vary according to the regions. Negative arguments are most frequently used in the
works from Mtskheta-Mtianeti (65.2% of the works) and Thbilisi (64.7% of the works), and
are most rare in the works from - Kvemo Kartli (did not occur in 56.7%), Adjara (did not
occur in 53.0%) and Imereti (was missing from 50.7%).

v 45.6% of female and 38.4% of male applicants do not use negative arguments, which means
that males use negative arguments more than females do. 37.4% of applicants with aver-
age scores and 47.1% of applicants with high scores do not use negative arguments, which
means that those with average scores use negative arguments more than those with high
scores.

v We encounter the biggest difference by the test versions. 63.6% of applicants that took the
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first version of the test and only 27.6% of applicants that took the second version of the test
don’t use negative arguments, which means that in response to the second statement appli-
cants brought negative arguments about twice as much as the ones that responded to the
first statement.

Examples

v Applicants supported their points of view by the use of examples. Examples, as such, can be
categorized into positive and negative, depending on the context. In support of a positive
attitude applicants most often brought examples from Georgian and world history, as well
as foreign politics. One of the important findings of the research is that the applicants hold
very little information about international documents, existing legislation in Georgia, and
scientific literature.

v Examples weren't used in 17.5% of the responses to the first test and 35.8% of the second.
This means that the use of examples in response to the statement from the first test is more
frequent than the use of examples in response to the statement from the second version.
Besides, in the works from the first test version, examples from Georgian or world history,
and foreign as well as national politics were more frequently used than in the works from
the second test. This may be partly explained by the fact that the first statement provided
space for more arguments as well as examples.

v In 86.7% of cases applicants did not use examples in a negative context. In the rest of the
cases, applicants mostly brought examples of scientific research, experiments and statistics,
to support their points of view. Large part of the statistics they used was not based on actual
research. This is once again indicative of the difficulty applicants with the negative perspec-
tive experienced when trying to back their views with arguments and examples.

v Applicants often named women who were exemplary for them and whose accomplishments
they spoke about in their works. Half of the applicants did not name such women (50.4%).
Most often referred to, were the well-known names from Georgian history (Queen Tamar,
Maia Tskneteli, etc.) who the third of the applicants named (33.2%). Queen Tamar is the
most often mentioned name within this category. Applicants also named women from world
history (21.5%) and foreign politics (13.6%). It seems that the applicants are unaware of art-
ist, feminist or scientist women. Only a few applicants named such examples of women.

v The difference is significant by the score: specific examples of women are twice as likely to
appear in the works with a high score, as they are to appear in those with an average score.

v The percentage of examples of women varies considerably according to the test version.
Such women are almost twice as common in the works from the first version of the test. In
general, use of examples is directly linked to the version of the argumentative essay.

v The most frequently mentioned exemplary women are Queen Tamar ( 552 papers ), Marga-
ret Thatcher ( 313 papers ), Angela Merkel ( 185 papers ), Queen Elizabeth II ( 59 works ),
Indira Gandhi ( 54 papers ) and Joan of Arc ( 54 papers ).
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Gender and Professions

v Applicants say, that women should not take up such professions as construction worker,
handyman, mechanic (mentioned in 166 papers), soldier, fireman, driver, etc. and men
shouldn't take up such professions as nanny, stylist, designer, maid/laundress and should
not be engaged in household chores and child care.

v Applicants often mention that some professions are unsuitable for men, as for women they
declare that due to mental or physical abilities women are incapable of becoming proficient in
certain professions. No such views have been displayed in regard to men in any of the papers.

v The most important information regarding profession is that women are “forbidden” mas-
culine, and men - feminine professions. It is interesting to note that the professions re-
garded as masculine relate to physical strength, discipline, risk, and fast decision-making.
Precisely such professions the applicants consider unfit for women. Professions which the
authors described as feminine are the ones relating to working with children and the beauty
industry, order-related professions, undertaking of which is “unsuitable for men”

Female Characteristics and Stereotypes

v 18.3% of the papers refer to women as the weaker sex, 8.9% - as ladies, 6% - as dames. This
data, as was found, depends on the score - woman is mentioned as a member of the weak sex
in 22.6% of the papers, and 14% of the average score papers. It is important to note that the
term - member of the weaker sex is used equally frequently in the works of applicants with
positive and negative attitudes towards gender equality.

v Applicants mostly describe women as weak (170 papers), soft, fragile or delicate (104 pa-
pers), diplomatic (86 papers), strong (57 papers), quiet, calm and deliberate (54 papers).

v We encounter stereotypes in many papers. One of the most prevalent stereotypes is that
main responsibility of women is bringing up children or household activities, which means
that even though a woman may change her perspective, she still remains bound to the fami-
ly and it is only “allowed” for her to engage in other activities if she can simultaneously “take
care of the family”

Awareness on Gender Issues

v As for the awareness of gender issues it is very low. While the majority of applicants have
the right frame of mind regarding some of the topics, they lack information and thus find it
difficult to adequately discuss various issues. For example, out of the gender-related terms
32.7% of the papers use the term “gender equality” or “gender balance” Only 2.2% of the
papers use “feminism” or “feminist”. The rest of the terms can be found only in a few of the
works. Applicants rarely mention such terms as sexism, gender politics, masculine/femi-
nine, gender roles, etc. Only 38 papers show awareness of gender theory or research, and
135 - historical basis of discourse about gender.This confirms that despite correct position,
applicants do not have the relevant knowledge, which in many cases leads to a non-con-
structive discussion or contradictory statements within the same work.
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I. Research Methodology

1.1.

1.2.

Purpose and Objectives

The project was aimed at studying attitudes and approaches toward gender equality issues
within the youth. To this end, the research oversaw content analysis of the assignments in-
cluded in Georgian Language and Literature test versions I and II regarding gender equality,
delivered during the 2013 Unified National Exams.

Research Objectives:

1. Evaluate the general understanding and approaches within the applicants regarding the
gender roles in society;

2. Identify and analyze stereotypical views/approaches;

3. Sketch out general trends and attitudes in terms of gender equality awareness;

4. Supply recommendations based on analysis.

Research Methodology

Quantitative and qualitative content analysis was used to analyze the research. The study in-
cluded analysis of applicants’ works in terms of sex and geography. As already mentioned, the
research aimed at finding out the attitudes regarding gender equality in the youth, by analyzing
argument essays written during the Georgian Language and Literature (tests I and II) in 2013.
The statement on test 1 was “Significant increase in the number of women in state government
organs is necessary, for better administration of political processes,” and the essay prompt on
the second version was: “there are professions, which are fitting only for men or women to take
up”. The applicants had to state their position with regard to these statements.

A coding sheet was developed for content analysis. The objective was to separate such variables
from the applicants’ works which could then be analyzed qualitatively or quantitatively. Statis-
tical analysis of the measurable data confirms that it is representative of the 2013 applicant flow.
The coding sheets consisted primarily of the demographic information about the author of the
work: their region, gender, score (high or average) and test version written.

In addition, the main part of the coding sheets concerned the arguments by which the author
supported their position. The arguments could either be discussed in the positive context (e.g.
“increasing number of women in politics could serve other women as an example.”), or negative
(e.g. “increase in the number of women in politics may provide women with extra demands”).

Aside from the arguments, attention was paid to what word the author chose to refer to women
with (e.g. dame, lady, weaker sex, etc.), which examples they used to support their position,
who they brought as an example of a successful woman, whether they employed gender related
specific terminology, did they use stereotypical approaches in their papers, etc.
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1.3. Selection

The Women’s Information Center provided the Institute of Social Studies and Analysis with
the applicants’ works. A total of 1706 papers of average and high scores were analyzed. This
research does not include low grade papers. Out of these:

v 857 papers are from the 1st test version, 849 from the second;

v 863 authors are female (50.6%), and 843 are males (49.4%);

v/ 866 papers received an average score (50.8%) and 840 - high score (49.2%);

Margin of error for 1706 works is 2.3%, which means that the data is representative of the ap-
plicants and its generalization is possible. Margin of error for each region is 7.5% on average,
with 95% confidence interval, which means that the data regarding attitudes towards gender
equality issues in the youth can also be generalized to the applicants from each specific re-
gion. About 160 papers were analyzed for each region, the least of these came from Mtskhe-
ta-Mtianeti (140 works) and Racha-Lechkhumi - Kvemo Svaneti (129 works) (see Table 1).

Table 1

Number of essays Total number  Margin of error

Region in the research of essays (95% confidence
interval)

Thilisi 160 14492 7.7%
Adjara 159 4342 7.6%
Imereti 160 6109 7.6%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 160 3063 7.6%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 140 822 7.7%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 160 1041 7.2%
Shida Kartli 159 2427 7.5%
Kakheti 159 2456 7.5%
Racha—Lechkhunn and Kvemo 129 315 73
Svaneti
Guria 160 867 7.1%
Kvemo Kartli 160 2619 7.5%
Total 1706 38553 2.3%

The data is also representative for East and West Georgia (margin of error for East Georgia exclud-
ing Thilisi is 3.4%, and 3.1% including the capital). The data is representative according to sex and
earned score (see Tables 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4).
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Table 1.2

Geographic Location

East Georgia (excluding Thilisi)
West Georgia

Thilisi

Total

Table 1.3

Sex
Female

Male
Total

Score
Medium/Average Score

High Score
Total

1.4. Field Work

Research on the Views of the Youth on Gender Equality

Number of Total = Margin of Error (95%
Essays in the Number of Confidence Interval)
Research Essays
778 9365 3.4%
768 14696 3.4%
160 14492 7.7%

1706 38553 2.3%
Number of Essays Total Margin of Error (95%
in the Research  Number of Confidence Interval)

Essays
863 19911 3.3%
843 18642 3.3%

1706 38553 2.3%
Number of Essays Total Margin of Error (95%
in the Research  Number of Confidence Interval)

Essays
866 13018 3.2%
840 5173 3.1%
1706 38553 2.3%

Field work included reading the papers and filling out the coding sheets respectively. The
work was conducted by the Institute of Social Studies and Analysis. A pilot was conducted

before the field works.

1.5. Control

After the field works, field control was conducted. 10% of the coding sheets completed by
each employee were examined. An analyst at the Institute of Social Studies and Analysis pro-
cessed the randomly selected essays and compared them to the database.

1.6. Analytic Work

Quantitative as well as qualitative data was processed during the analytic phase of the work.
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II. Demographic Data

2.1.

In 2013, in the course of the Unified National Exams, applicants took the Georgian language
and literature exam along with others. 38,553 applicants participated nationwide, however
only those who got the first and second versions of the test wrote about the gender issues - a
total of 19,400 applicants. A total of 1706 argumentative essays were analyzed.

Only four demographic criteria regarding the authors of the essays were known to the Insti-
tute of Social Studies and Analysis - region, gender, score and the test version. The number
of papers used in the research is more or less equal by the four demographic characteristics.

As previously mentioned, the research analyzed works from 10 regions and the capital -
Thilisi. As for the test options, applicants wrote 4 versions of the test, but only 2 of them were
related to gender issues — one about the politics of inclusion and the second about career
choices. Therefore these two options were used for the research. Papers were divided into
three categories according to the scores — low (0-12 points), average (13-16 points) and high
(17-20 points). However, because of the little information contained in the papers with low
scores, the survey only covers medium and high-grade papers.

Distribution of applicants by the region

A total of 1706 argumentative essays were analyzed from 10 regions of Georgia and the capital:
778 papers from East Georgia, 768 from West Georgia and 160 from Tbilisi. Approximately 160
essays were used from each region. The least number of papers came from Racha-Lechkhumi
and Kvemo Svaneti (129 essays) and Mtskheta-Mtianeti (140 papers). Exactly 160 papers were
analyzed from Thbilisi, Imereti, Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Guria and Kvemo
Kartli, and 159 papers from Adjara, Shida Kartli and Kakheti (see Table 2.1).

Table 2.1

Region Number of essays in the research %
Thilisi 160 9.4%
Adjara 159 9.3%
Imereti 160 9.4%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 160 9.4%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 140 8.2%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 160 9.4%
Shida Kartli 159 9.3%
Kakheti 159 9.3%
Racha-.Lechkhuml and Kvemo 129 7 6%
Svaneti

Guria 160 9.4%
Kvemo Kartli 160 9.4%
Total 1,706 100%
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It should be noted that the number of applicants by gender is almost equal in each region (see
Table 2.2). There is a significant difference in Mtskheta-Mtianeti, where the number of females
(N=79) 1s greater than males (N=61).

The distribution is equal in each region according to the scores as well (see Table 2.2). Exceptions
are: Kakheti, where the number of average scores (97 applicants) is considerably bigger than high
scores (62 applicants); Adjara, where the volume of average scores (83 applicants) is greater than
high scores (76 applicants); Mtskheta-Mtianeti, where the amount of high scores (80 applicants)
is larger than average scores (60 applicants). Distribution by grades is even in the rest of the re-
gions or varies slightly from one another by 1-3 works.

As for the distribution of test options within each region (see Table 2.2), here the number is nearly
equal in only a few of the regions (i.e. the difference is only 1-3 works) — Adjara, Shida Kartli and
Racha-Lechkhumi and Zemo Svaneti. Number of the second versions of the test is higher (i.e. is
greater than the number of the first test versions) in Tbilisi (version 2 - 91, 1 — 69), Kakheti (ver-
sion 2 — 86, 1 — 73), Samegrelo Zemo-Svaneti (version 2 - 85, 1 — 75), and Samtskhe-Javakheti
(version 2 — 83, 1 —77). And the number of the first test versions is greater than the number of the
second test versions in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (version 1 — 81, 2 —59), Guria (version 1 — 90, 2 —70),
Imereti (version 1 — 85, 2 — 75) and Kvemo Kartli (version 1 — 83, 2 — 77).

Table N2.2*
Total Version Score Sex
Resi . .
eglon I version 1I version Medium High Female Male
Score Score

Thilisi 160 69 91 80 80 80 80
Adjara 159 80 79 83 76 79 80
Imereti 160 85 75 80 80 80 80
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 160 75 85 80 80 80 80
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 140 81 59 60 80 79 61
Samtskhe-Javakheti 160 77 83 80 80 80 80
Shida Kartli 159 78 81 80 79 80 79
Kakheti 159 73 86 97 62 79 80
Racha-.Lechkhuml and Kvemo 129 66 63 66 63 66 63
Svaneti

Guria 160 90 70 80 80 80 80
Kvemo Kartli 160 83 77 80 80 80 80
Total 1706 857 849 866 840 863 843

* Only those differences that are discussed in the text are highlighted

The study found that balance between the sexes and the scores was maintained in each region,
while less so between the test options.
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2.2. Distribution of Applicants by the Test Version

As already mentioned, a total of 19,400 applicants wrote the first and second essay versions.
Out of which 9,689 applicants wrote the first version and 9,711 wrote the second. In the
course of research a total of 1,706 papers were
analyzed, 857 of which were essays from the 2013 Georgian Language and Literature
first version, and 849 of which were from the

second (see Diagram 2.1).

Test Versions

Consequently, the number of the first version
argumentative essays slightly exceeds the
number of the second version essays. How-
ever, in each case balance between the sexes
and the high and low scores was sustained
(see Table 2.3).

The number of papers with an average score
was higher in the first version of the test. In the

second version of the test, the number of female

applicants was larger than that of the males. Diagram 2.1
Table N2.3
. Score Sex
Test Version Total - -
Medium High Female Male
Version I 857 439 418 430 427
Version II 849 427 422 433 416
Total 1706 866 840 863 843

Overall, it can be said that balance between the sexes as well as scores was more or less main-
tained.

2.3. Distribution of Applicants by Gender
As previously mentioned, while discussing the research methodology, survey is rep-
resentative according to gender as well. A total of 863 female (50.6%) and 843 male

(49.4%) applicants’ works were analyzed (see Diagram 2.2).

Balance between the applicants of each sex was maintained by the test version as well
as by the score (see Table 2.4).
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Gender

It is worth noting that the number of average and
high scores is equal among the male applicants,
while in case of the female applicants the num-
ber of average scores (445 applicants) exceeds the
number of high scores (418 applicants).

Test versions are nearly equally distributed among
the female applicants, while the number of male ap-
plicants that took the first version (427 applicants)
slightly exceeds the number of male applicants that

wrote the second version essay (416 applicants).

Diagram 2.2
Table N2.4
Version Score
Sex Total . . . .
I Version II Version Medium High

Female 863 430 433 445 418

Male 843 427 416 421 422

Total 1,706 857 849 866 840
2.4. Applicant Distribution by Score Earned Score

As for the distribution by scores, a total of 866
(50.8%) average-score and 840 high-score papers
(49.2%) were analyzed (see Diagram 2.3).

As previously mentioned, the research distin-
guished the works by the scores earned in the ar-
gumentative essays. The number of essays with an
average score (13-16 points) is slightly higher than
the number of high-score papers (17-20 points).

Balance was maintained in these two categories of
works between the genders as well as between the Diagram 2.3
test versions (see Table 2.5).

The number of female applicants that received an average score was higher, than the

number of males. As for the test versions, the number of average-score papers was high-
er in the first version of the test.
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Table N2.5
Version Gender
Earned Score Total - -
I Version II Version Female Male
Medium 866 439 427 445 421
High 840 418 422 418 422
Total 1,706 857 849 863 843
Summary

In 2013, in the course of the Unified National Exams, applicants took the Georgian lan-
guage and literature exam along with others. 38,553 applicants participated nationwide,
however only those who got the first and second versions of the test wrote about gender is-
sues — a total of 19,400 applicants. A total of 9,689 applicants responded to the first version
of the essay and 9,711 wrote the second version. In the course of the research 1,706 works
were analyzed, 857 of which were the essays from the first version and 849 from the second.
Balance between the gender groups as well as different scores was more or less maintained
in the course of data analysis.

Only four demographic criteria regarding the authors of the essays were known to the
Institute of Social Studies and Analysis — region, gender, score and the test version. The
number of papers used in the research are more, or less, equal by the four demographic
characteristics.

The papers were selected from 10 regions of Georgia and Tbilisi. Approximately 160 works
were analyzed from each region. In the working process the least submissions were used
from the Racha-Lechkhumi -Kvemo Svaneti (129 papers) and Mtskheta-mtianeti regions
(140 essays). In each region balance across gender groups and different scores was main-
tained, whereas less so by the test version.

Out of the 1,706 works, 863 belonged to female applicants (50.6%) and 843 to males (49.4%).
Balance among each gender group is secured by the score as well as the test version. As for
the score, 866 average-score (50.8%) and 840 high-score (49.2%) essays were analyzed. In
average, as well as high-score essays, balance between the test versions and gender groups
was maintained.
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III. Applicants’ General Position

The research was aimed at finding out the views regarding gender equality issues within the youth
according to the answers to the Georgian language and literature test versions I and II from 2013
national exams. As it was previously mentioned, 9,689 applicants wrote the first version, 857 of
which were included in the research.

Version I essay statement was the following:

The applicant had the option to agree, or disagree, with the statement. Therefore, two criteria for
judging the works appeared “positive attitude towards gender equality” (authors of which agreed
with the statement) and “negative attitude towards gender equality” (authors who disagreed with
the statement). However, because it was rather difficult to make out the applicant’s’ position in
some works, the option “position not clear” was added.

Negative attitude, as such, can be explained by one of the two possible causes: supposition that
the sphere is not suitable for women on one hand, and that gender does not, and should not, play
a role when talking about politics, on the other. This latter, by its substance, does not belong to
either the positive or the negative categories. Therefore, when discussing some of the variables, the
above-mentioned position is counted as a separate answer. In some cases (in relation to certain
variables) however it was considered in the same light with “negative attitude”. The reason for this
is that both of the responses imply negation of the statement.

Opinions regarding the first version statement were divided into four major positions: “positive

< <

attitude”, “negative attitude”, “gender does not matter” and “position not clear”, and in certain cases
into three categories: “positive attitude”, “negative attitude + gender does not matter” and “posi-
tion not clear”.

Version II of the essay was the following:

The applicants had the option to agree or disagree with the above-stated statement and strength-
en their essays by the use of arguments. Consequently, the applicants’ works were sorted by the
following criteria: “opponent to gender differentiation by profession” (works authors of which dis-
agree with the statement), “supporter of gender differentiation by profession” (authors that agree
with the statement). However, it was difficult in certain instances to make out the position of the
author and, thus, the option “position not clear” was added.

According to the data, the applicants’ general attitude is mostly positive towards gender equality.
3.1. Version I Argumentative Paper
Majority of the applicants (77%) agree with the statement from the first version of the test (“Sig-

nificant increase in the number of women in state government organs is necessary for better ad-
ministration of political processes in the country.”’) and nearly one tenth of the applicants disagree
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with the statement (9.8%, 84 applicants) (does not agree, meaning that men can do the job better).
Approximately the same number of applicants think that gender does not matter (9.9%, 85 appli-
cants), thus it follows that increase in the number of women is not an important issue for them.
In 2.6% of the version I papers, the author’s position is vague or unclear (see Diagram 3.1).
Diagram 3.1

General attitude of the author towards the statement (Version I)

Positive Attitude 77,7%

Negative Attitude

Gender Does not
Matter

Unclear Position

If, during the analytic grouping, we combine the position “gender does not matter” with the neg-
ative attitude, we get the picture that 19.8% of the applicants do not support the growth in the
number of women in politics.

Such a high percentage may be caused by several possible reasons or their combination:
Sincere position of the applicants regarding inclusion of women in politics;

Assumption of the applicants that this position is easier to prove with the use of arguments and
examples, than the opposing position;

Social desirability bias.

In any case, 77.7% advantage is an important breakthrough that shows that the applicants (who
are now two-three years into their academic careers) are ready to discuss problems related to gen-
der, to be informed and hold the right position.

This type of readiness (a kind of “request”) requires a relevant degree of awareness. According to
the survey, problems were identified precisely in this latter respect, but we will come back to it
later.

3.1.1. Approach toward the statement from the first version of the test by Region
Major trends do not differ from each other by region (see Table 3.1). It should be noted that the

positive approach towards the statement is more common in Kvemo Kartli (88.0%), Samtskhe-]Ja-
vakheti (83.1%), Adjara (81.3%), Shida Kartli (80.8%) and Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (80.0%).
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Positive attitudes are the rarest in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (66.7%) and Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo
Svaneti (69.7%).

Consequently, negative attitudes are the most common in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (21%), Racha-Lech-
khumi and Kvemo Svaneti (15.2%), Kakheti (11%) and Tbilisi (10.1%). Samtskhe-Javakheti, where
the share of negative attitudes composes 13%, positive attitudes have a fairly high rate (the highest
after Kvemo Kartli). This means that unclear positions, or the position “gender does not matter;’
are relatively rare and the share of negative attitudes increased at their expense.

The position “gender does not matter” was most common in Kakheti (15.1%), Imereti (14.1%), Shi-
da Kartli (12.8%) Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (12.1%), Thbilisi (11.6%) and Guria (10%).

Table N3.1*

General attitude of the author Positive Negative Gender Does Position Isn’t
towards the statement (Version I) Attitude Attitude = Not Matter Clear

Thbilisi 72.5% 10.1% 11.6% 5.8%
Adjara 81.3% 6.3% 8.8% 3.8%
Imereti 78.8% 4.7% 14.1% 2.4%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 80.0% 8.0% 9.3% 2.7%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 66.7% 21.0% 7.4% 4.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 83.1% 13.0% 3.9% -
Shida Kartli 80.8% 6.4% 12.8% -
Kakheti 72.6% 11.0% 15.1% 1.4%
IS{j:E:t'iLeChkhuml and  Kvemo | 9 7, 15.2% 12.1% 3.0%
Guria 78.9% 7.8% 10.0% 3.3%
Kvemo Kartli 88.0% 6.0% 4.8% 1.2%
Total (73.67‘2 ) | BO8%)  85009%)  22(2.6%)

* Only those coefficients that are discussed in the text are highlighted

If we analytically combine positions “negative attitude” and “gender does not matter,” we
will get the following picture: negative attitude is the most common in Mtskheta-Mtiane-
ti (28.4%), Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (27.3%) and Kakheti (26%). More than a
quarter of applicants from these three regions disagree with the statement. More than a fifth
of applicants from Tbilisi (21.7%) are of the same opinion (see Table 3.2). It should be noted
that the negative attitude trends, found before the combination of the two variables, stay ex-
actly the same as a result of the combination of the two variables (the only exception being
Samtskhe-Javakheti), meaning the same regions which we saw in the previous table display
negative attitudes the most.
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Table N3.2*
General Position of the Author Positive Negative Attitude +  Position not
Regarding the statement (Version I) Attitude Gender does not Matter clear
Thilisi 72.5% 21.7% 5.8%
Adjara 81.3% 15.0% 3.8%
Imereti 78.8% 18.8% 2.4%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 80.0% 17.3% 2.7%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 66.7% 28.4% 4.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 83.1% 16.9% -
Shida Kartli 80.8% 19.2% -
Kakheti 72.6% 26.0% 1.4%
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti 69.7% 27.3% 3.0%
Guria 78.9% 17.8% 3.3%
Kvemo Kartli 88.0% 10.8% 1.2%
Total 666

9, 0
(77.7%) 169 (19.7%) 22 (2.6%)

*Only those sections which are mentioned in the text are highlighted

It should be noted that the negative attitude trends found before, and after, the combination of the
two variables is exactly the same.

e Positive attitudes towards the statement from the first version of the test (that is, the in-
crease in the number of women in politics is desirable) are the most common in Kvemo
Kartli (88%), Adjara (81.3%), Samtskhe-Javakheti (83.1%), Shida Kartli (80.8%) and Same-
grelo-Zemo Svaneti (80%);

e The highest percentage of positive attitudes was identified in Kvemo Kartli;

e Positive attitudes are the most seldom in 4 regions: Mtskheta-Mtianeti (28.4%), Racha-Lech-
khumi and Kvemo Svaneti (27.3%), Kakheti (26%) and Tbilisi (21.7%);

e Percentages are almost equally distributed across Tbilisi and Kakheti; Adjara, Samegrelo
and Shida Kartli; Imereti and Guria.

3.1.2. Distribution of Attitudes Towards the First version Statement by Gender and Score
Major trends differ, in cases of gender and score, only slightly.

Applicants with a high score agree with the statement relatively often, and those with the average
score tend to disagree more. Difference is more significant in terms of gender, which shows that
female applicants agree with the statement more often than males (10% difference). Also, appli-

cants with high scores state that “gender does not matter” more, than those with average scores
(see Table 3.3).
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Table N3.3
Author’s position regarding the statement Total Score Gender
(Version I) Average High Female Male
Positive Attitude 666  75.9%  79.7% @ 82.6% 72.8%
Negative Attitude 84 11.8% 7.7% @ 7.7% 11.9%
Gender does not matter 85  84% 11.5% 6.7% 13.1%
Position is not clear 22 0 39%  12% | 3.0% 2.1%

If we analytically combine “negative attitudes” and “gender does not matter”, the difference be-
tween responses becomes moreevident: namely, the difference between the positions across aver-
age-score and high-score essays is not significant, whereas there is a significant difference between
the positions of female and male applicants. It seems that the position largely depends on gender.
A quarter of the male respondents do not agree with the provision from the first version, while only
14.4% of the girls disagree. Difference in the position by gender is 10% (see Table 3.4).

Table N3.4
Author’s Position Regarding the Statement Total Score Gender
(Version I) Average High Female Male
Agree with the statement 666  75.9% 79.7% @ 82.6% 72.8%
Disagree with the statement 169  20.3% 19.1% 14.4% 25.1%
Position not clear 22 0 39%  12% | 3.0% 2.1%

3.2. Second Version Argument Essay

Majority of the applicants (62.2%, 528 applicants) do not side with the statement from the second
version of the test (“there are professions which are appropriate only for men or women to under-
take”), whereas more than a third of them agree (35.9%, 305 applicants). In 1.9% of the second ver-
sion essays, the author’s position is ambiguous or unclear (see Diagram 3.2).

Author’s Position regarding the statement (Version II)

Agrees 62,2%
Disagrees 35,9%

Unclear Position 1,9%

Diagram 3.2
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It is obvious that less applicants expressed positive attitudes towards gender equality in response
to this statement than in response to the statement from the first version. It was much simpler
to argue for the position regarding the statement from the second statement - first of all, social
desirability was less of a factor, moreover, the chance of bringing a lot of arguments to support
either of the positions was small.

3.2.1. Position regarding the statement from the second version of the test by region

Major tendencies do not differ according to the region (see Table 3.5). It is important to note,
that 528 respondents do not agree with the statement (i.e. express a positive attitude towards
gender equality). Percentage distribution is similar by the regions, however slight differences can
still be observed. For instance, the most disagree with the statement in Kvemo Kartli (72.7%),
Guria (68.6%) and Aajara (64.6%), and the most agree (i.e. hold a negative attitude towards
gender equality) in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (44.1%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (43.5%), Shida Kartli
(38.3%), Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (38.1%) and Tbilisi (37.4%).

Table N3.5*
Author’s Position regarding the statement Positive Negative Position not
(Version II) Attitude Attitude clear
Thilisi 62.6% 37.4% -
Adjara 64.6% 35.4% -
Imereti 62.7% 33.3% 4%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 56.5% 43.5% -
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 55.9% 44.1% -
Samtskhe-Javakheti 62.7% 36.1% 1.2%
Shida Kartli 58.0% 38.3% 3.7%
Kakheti 61.6% 34.9% 3.5%
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti 57.1% 38.1% 4.8%
Guria 68.6% 31.4% -
Kvemo Kartli 72.7% 23.4% 3.9%
Total 528 (62.2%) 305 (35.9%) 16 (1.9%)

*Only those sections that are mentioned in the text are highlighted

Ultimately, it was revealed that:

e Applicants disagree with the statement most often in Kvemo Kartli (72.7%), Guria (68.6%)
and Adjara (64.6%);

Applicants agree with the statement from the second version of the test in Mtskheta-Mtianeti,
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti and Shida Kartli.
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3.2.2. Position regarding the statement from the second version of the test by
gender and grade

In comparison with the first version statement, score has a bigger impact on the position regard-
ing the provision from the second version. Applicants with a high score express a feminist posi-
tion far more often (69.7% disagree with the statement) than those with an average score. These
latter mainly hold the contrary position (42.9% agree with the statement). The difference in the
percentage distribution between the positions is approximately 15%.

Gender also influences the position. Table 3.6 shows that females express a positive attitude to-
wards gender equality more often than males do. The difference in the percentage distribution is
approximately 10%.

Table N3.6
Author’s Position Regarding the statement Total Score Gender
(Version II) Average High Female Male
Positive Attitude 528  54.8% 69.7%  67.7% 56.5%
Negative Attitude 305 42.9% 28.9%  30.7% 41.3%
Position is not clear 16  23% 14% @ 1.6% 2.2%
Total 849 100% 100% 100% 100%

3.3. First and Second Argument Essay Comparison
It is interesting to compare the positions in the first and second versions of the test.

For the works from the first version of the test, expressing a positive attitude towards gender
equality meant agreeing with the statement that is to say that “it is necessary to increase the num-
ber of women in the state government organs for better administration of political processes in the
country”. Disagreeing with the first essay prompt was regarded as expressing a negative attitude
towards gender equality, that is to say the increase in the number of women in state government
bodies is NOT necessary for better management of political processes in the country. Position
“gender does not matter” was observed in essays, which stated that sex should not determine
one’s desire to get involved in politics. However, the above-mentioned attitude still paraphrases
into the contradiction of the statement: meaning, that engagement of women is notnecessary for
better administration of political processes, therefore these two positions (negative attitude and
gender does not matter) were combined during the comparison.

In case of the second statement positive attitude implies the position there are no professions

suitable only for men or women to perform, and the negative attitude means the position “there
are professions which are appropriate only for men or women to undertake”.
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Like the Diagram 3.3 shows applicants demonstrate a positive attitude towards the statement
from the first test version far more (often) than towards the statement from the second test. This
may be due to the fact that engagement of women in politics has become more or less acceptable
as opposed to such professions as driver, weightlifter, etc. consequently it is possible for a per-
son to wish to see more women in politics and yet not express a positive attitude towards gender
equality or remain insensitive towards gender issues.

Diagram 3.3

General Position of the author regarding statement

Positive attitude 77.7%

Negative attitude

Unclear Position

1.9% B VersionI @ Version II

It is interesting to compare the data according to the region as well (see Table 3.7). The most pos-
itive attitude towards the first test statement is seen/was recorded in Kvemo Kartli, Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti, Adjara and Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, while towards the second version statement in
-Kvemo Kartli, Guria and Adjara. Therefore the high rate of positive attitudes towards both of the
statements is repeated only in Kvemo Kartli and Adjara. A part of the regions that displayed pos-
itive attitudes towards the statement from the first test version, performed differently/negatively
in regard to the second statement, these being — Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti,
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti, Tbilisi and Shida Kartli.The study found that the appli-
cants from Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Tbilisi and Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti demonstrate
relatively low gender sensitivity regarding both of the versions. Big picture is revealed only when
the two versions are unified.

Position isn’t clear regarding the first version statement most often in works from Tbilisi and

Mtskheta Mtianeti; and in works from Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvermo Svaneti regarding the
second version.
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General Position of the author
regarding statement

Thilisi

Adjara

Imereti

Samegerelo-Zemo Svaneti
Mtskheta-Mtianeti
Samtskhe-Javakheti

Shida Kartli

Kakheti

Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo
Svaneti

Guria

Kvemo Kartli

Total

*Only the sections that are discussed in the text are highlighted

Research on the Views of the Youth on Gender Equality

Version I Version II
Positive Negative Unclear = Positive Negative  Unclear
72.5% 21.7% 5.8% 62.6% 37.4% -
81.3% 15.0% 3.8% 64.6% 35.4% -
78.8% 18.8% 2.4% 62.7% 33.3% 4%
80.0% 17.3% 2.7% 56.5% 43.5% -
66.7% 28.4% 4.9% 55.9% 44.1% -
83.1% 16.9% - 62.7% 36.1% 1.2%
80.8% 19.2% - 58.0% 38.3% 3.7%
72.6% 26.0% 1.4% 61.6% 34.9% 3.5%
69.7% 27.3% 3.0% 57.1% 38.1% 4.8%
78.9% 17.8% 3.3% 68.6% 31.4% -
88.0% 10.8% 1.2% 72.7% 23.4% 3.9%
666 (77.7%) 169 (19.7%) 22 (2.6%) 528 (62.2%) 305 (35.9%) (1.19?%)

As for the relationship between the position and the score, scores have a bigger impact on the
position regarding the second version statement, than they do on the first version statement. High
grade works respond to the statement from the second test more positively than works that re-

ceived an average score (see Table 3.8).

Table N3.8

General Position of the Author

(regarding the propos.)
Agree

Disagree

Unclear

Table N3.9

General Position regarding the

statement
Agree
Disagree
Unclear

Average Score
75.9%
20.3%
3.9%

Female
82.6%
14.4%

3.0%

Version I Version I1
High Score Average Score High Score
79.7% 54.8% 69.7%
19.1% 42.9% 28.9%
1.2% 2.3% 1.4%
Version I Version 11
Male Female Male
72.8% 67.7% 56.5%
25.1% 30.7% 41.3%
2.1% 1.6% 2.2%

3.4 Combination of the First and Second Argument Essay Versions

To determine the total percent of the applicants with a positive attitude, the first and second ver-
sions were combined. The study found that in 70% of the total 1706 works positive attitude was
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expressed, 22.8% negative, 5% declared that gender did not matter (only relevant to the works
from the first version), and position was not clearly stated in 2.2% of the works. If we analyti-
cally combine the two positions — negative attitude and gender is not relevant — and put them in
the same group, we will get that more than a quarter of applicants (27.8%) do not hold a positive
attitude towards gender equality (see Diagram 3.4).

Diagram N3.4

Author’s Position Regarding the Proposition (Combined)

Gender is Not
Relevant Position isn’t
(Version 1) 5.0%  clear 2.2%
\ /

Negative
Attitude
Towards ~
Gender
Equality
22.8%

Overall 70% of the applicants more or less share the basic principles of gender equality. 70% ad-
vantage of the positive attitudes is a sort of political statement as well and means that full/entire
majority of youth would like to see more women in politics, and in other spheres of public life
and professions.

As a result of the data combination the trends are better visible by the region (see Table 3.10).
Positive attitudes are the most frequent in Kvemo Kartli (80.6%). Such views are common in
Guria (74.4%), Adjara (73.0%), Samtskhe-Javakheti (72.5%) and Imereti (71.3%). Negative at-
titudes are rather frequent in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (30.7%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (26.9%), Ra-
cha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (26.4%) and Tbilisi (25.6%).
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Table N3.10
Auth.or’s Position‘ regarding Positive Negative Sex irrelevant Position
provisions (combined) Unclear
Thilisi 66.9% 25.6% 5.0% 2.5%
Adjara 73.0% 20.8% 4.4% 1.9%
Imereti 71.3% 18.1% 7.5% 3.1%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 67.5% 26.9% 4.4% 1.3%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 62.1% 30.7% 4.3% 2.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 72.5% 25.0% 1.9% 0.6%
Shida Kartli 69.2% 22.6% 6.3% 1.9%
Kakheti 66.7% 23.9% 6.9% 2.5%
Racha-.Lechkhumi and Kvemo 63.6% 26.4% 6.2% 3.9%
Svaneti
Guria 74.4% 18.1% 5.6% 1.9%
Kvemo Kartli 80.6% 14.4% 2.5% 2.5%
Total 1194 (70%) 389 (22.8%) 85 (5%) 38 (2.2%)

*Only those sections that are discussed in the text are highlighted

If we combine the positions “negative attitude” and “gender is irrelevant” the differences be-
tween the regions will become even clearer (see Table 3.11):

v The most positive attitude was observed in Kvemo Kartli (80.6%);

v/ Relatively high levels of positive attitude were also observed in Guria (74.4%), Adjara
(73%), Samtskhe-Javakheti (72.5%) and Imereti (71.3%);

v Negative attitudes were the most frequent in Mtskheta-Mtianeti, where more than a third
of the applicants (35%) do not consider it is necessary to increase the number of women
in politics, or think that men’s professions should be different from women'’s.

v Negative attitudes are relatively common in Racha-Lechkhumi band Kvemo
Svaneti (32.6%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (31.3%), Kakheti (30.8%) and Tbilisi (30.6%).
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Table N3.11

Author’s Position Regarding

statement (Combined) Positive Negative + Gender is irrelevant Unclear
i
Thilisi 66.9% 30.6% 2.5%
Adjara 73.0% 25.2% 1.9%
1

Imereti 71.3% 25.6% 3.1%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 67.5% 31.3% 1.3%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 62.1% 35.0% 2.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 72.5% 26.9% 0.6%
Shida Kartli 69.2% 28.9% 1.9%
Kakheti 66.7% 30.8% 2.5%
lslj:il:;iLechkhumi and Kvemo 63.6% 32 6% 3.0
Guria 74.4% 23.8% 1.9%
Kvemo Kartli 80.6% 16.9% 2.5%
Total 1194 (70%) 474 (27.8%) 38 (2.2%)

*Only those sections that are discussed in the text are highlighted

It turned out that the position depends on score and sex (see Table 3.12). As was expected, pos-
itive attitudes were more frequent in case of applicants with high scores. Negative attitude is
observed in almost a third of the papers with an average score, and almost a quarter of the high
score papers.

One of the important findings of the research is the fact that female applicants declare a positive
attitude more often than males. 22.6% of females display a negative attitude towards gender
equality, while we come across the above-mentioned position in more than a third of the works
by male applicants.

Table N3.11
Author’s Position Regarding the Total Grade/Score Sex/Gender
statement (Combined) Average High Female Male
Positive 1194 65.5% 74.6% 75.1% 64.8%
Negative 474 31.4% 24.0% 22.6% 33.1%
Unclear 38 3.1% 1.3% 2.3% 2.1%
Summary

The research was aimed at finding out young people’s attitudes towards gender equality, by an-
alyzing argument essays written in the course of 2013 Georgian language and literature tests 1
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and 2. As previously stated, 9,689 applicants wrote the first version of the test, 857 of which were
included in the research.

The statement from the first test sounded like this: “Significant increase in the number of wom-
en in state government bodies is necessary for better administration of political processes in the
country”, and the statement from the second test ran as following: “there are professions, under-
taking of which is only appropriate for men or women”.

Applicants could agree or disagree with the statements. Therefore, applicants’ papers were sort-
ed into the following categories: “positive attitude towards gender equality” (works, authors of
which agreed with the statement) and “negative attitude towards gender equality” (works, whose
authors disagreed with the statement). However, since it was rather difficult to make out the
author’s position in certain cases, category “position not clear” was added. Position “gender is
irrelevant” was also observed in response to the first statement.

The majority of applicants agree with the statement from the first test version (77%), whereas
only a tenth of them disagree (9.8%, 86 applicants). Approximately the same number of appli-
cants deem that “gender is irrelevant” (9.9%, 85 applicants). Position is unclear in 2.6% of the
works. If we combine the position “gender does not matter” with the negative attitudes, we will
get the picture where a fifth of the applicants (19.7%) do not support the rise in the number of
women in politics.

The majority of applicants disagree with the statement from the second test version (62.2%, 528
applicants), and more than a third of them agree (35.9%, 305 applicants). Less applicants display
a positive attitude towards the statement from the second version, than those who wrote the first
version.

To determine the total percentage of positive attitudes towards gender equality, the data from the
two tests was combined. Overall, in 70% of the works positive attitude was observed, in 27.8%
the position was negative, and position was not clear in 2.2% of the works.

According to the combined data the trends by region are easier to observe. Positive attitudes are
the most often expressed in Kvemo Kartli (80.6%). Such views/responses are common in Guria
(74.4%), Adjara (73.0%), Samtskhe-Javakheti (72.5%) and Imereti (71.3%). Negative attitudes/
responses are rather frequent in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (30.7%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (26.9%),
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (26.4%) and Tbilisi (25.6%). Position depends on gender
and score.

Positive attitudes were more frequent in case of applicants with high scores. Negative attitude is
observed in almost a third of the papers with an average score, and almost a quarter of the high
score papers.

Female applicants declare a positive attitude more often than males. 22.6% of females display a

negative attitude towards gender equality, while we come across the above-mentioned position
in more than a third of the works by male applicants. The 70% majority of the positive attitudes
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is a kind of political statement which implies that the majority of the youth would like to see
more women in the sphere of politics and other fields. As it seems, the applicants (who are now
probably two-three years into their academic careers) are ready to discuss gender issues, receive
adequate information and have the right position. This type of readiness (a kind of “requirement”)
requires an adequatelevel of awareness. According to the survey, problems were identified pre-
cisely in this latter respect.

IV. Arguments

The students were solidifying their position with arguments. The arguments represent types of
frames for essays with arguments. The argument divides into positive and negative arguments.

4.1. Positive Arguments

Positive arguments are called arguments that express positive attitude towards gender equality.
If, for instance, students were stating that increasing the number of women in parliament is nec-
essary for restoring gender equality, this would mean that they were using the Gender Equality
concept. While, if the students were stating that professions do not divide according to gender
because choosing any profession is a human right, this would mean that the students were using
Human Rights concept.

It is also important that there can be, both, positive and negative arguments in a paper expressing
a positive viewpoint. For example, it is possible for a student to have used Gender Equality con-
cept and, at the same time, think that the main responsibility of a woman is still family.

It was possible for a paper to have more than one argument. No arguments were used in almost
one fourth of papers (24.4%, 417 papers), one argument was used in 25.3% of papers (431 pa-
pers), two arguments were used in 24.4% (417 papers), three arguments were used in 25.8% (441
papers). In total, there are 417 papers without arguments, while positive arguments were used in
1289 papers. An average of 1.67 arguments were used in each paper (see Table N4.1).

Table N4.1
Number of Arguments N %
0 417 24.4%
1 431 25.3%
o) 417 24.4%
3 and more 441 25.8%
Average Rate 1.67
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Frequency of argument usage differs according to regions as well (see Table N4.2).

v The most arguments (in terms of average rate) are encountered in papers from Lower Kartli
(average rate —2.11), while the least arguments are encountered in papers from Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti (average rate — 1.38);

v We encounter no arguments in 31.8% of papers from Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti,
27.9% from Mtskheta-Mtianeti, 27.7% from Adjara, and 27.5% from Samtskhe-Javakheti;

v 0 arguments are relatively rarely encountered in the papers from Lower Kartli (15%), Tbilisi
(29.6%), and Guria (21.3%);

v One argument is relatively common in Samtskhe-Javakheti (30.6%), Guria (30%), Mtskhe-
ta-Mtianeti (29.3%), and Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (28.1%);

v Two arguments in a paper is relatively common in Tbilisi (28.8%), Samtskhe-Javakheti
(27.5%), and Adjara (27.0%);

v We encounter 3 and more arguments in Lower Kartli (35.6%), Imereti (30%), Shida Kartli
(29.6%), and Thilisi (28.8%);

Table N4.2
Number of Arguments

Region 3 and Average Rate

0 1 2
More

Thilisi 20.6 219 288 28.8 1.80
% % % %

Adjara 27.7 189  27.0 264 170
% % % %

Imereti 22.5 24 .4 23.1 30.0 173
% % % %

Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 256 281 225 238 153
% % % % '

Mtskheta-Mtianeti 27.9 29.3 21.4 21.4 148
% % % %

Samtskhe-Javakheti 27.5 30.6 217.5 14.4 138
% % % % ’

Shida Kartli 258 264 182  29.6 174
% % % % ’

Kakheti 252 226 252 27.0 174
% % % %

Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti 31.8 22.5 24.8 20.9 147
% % % %

Guria 21.3 30.0 238 25.0 163
% % % %

Lower Kartli 15.0 23.1 26.3 35.6 )11
% % % %

Total 244 253 244 258 167

% % % %
*Highlighted are only the data that are discussed in the text
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Number of arguments differ according to score, gender, and version (see Table N4.3). It was
expected that no arguments are used in average score papers more frequently (27.5%), than in
high score papers (21.3%) where one, or three and more, arguments are used more frequently,
compared to the average score papers.

It is also important to note that the arguments are used less frequently in the works by male appli-
cants than in those by females.

The essay statements from the first and second versions of the test were different. In the first
version essay (about women politicians) applicants had more of a chance to use arguments and
examples to support their positions, than they had in case of the second version of the test. This
is also clearly visible in the table of the number of arguments by the test version: from those that
wrote the first version of the test, only 17.9% was unable to support their claims with an argu-
ment, whereas in case of the second test, almost third of the applicants could not manage to bring
any —31.1%.

A quarter of the applicants managed to bring one argument (in case of the first version — 23.3%,
and 27.7% in case of the second), another quarter of the applicants managed to bring two (25.8 in
case of the first version and 23.1% in case of the second test version). Only 18.6% of the appli-
cants managed to use three or more arguments, whereas, in case of the first test alone, more than
a third of the authors (33%) did so.

Table N4.3
Number of Total Score Gender Version
arguments Average High Female Male | 1T
0 24.4% @ 27.5% 2023 21.3% 27.6% 1;)9 301/(')1
1 253% @ 22.9% 2;)7 25.6% 24.9% 2;;3 2;')2
2 24.4% @ 26.4% 202A;4 26.3% 22.5% 2028 2;')1
3 or more 25.8% | 23.2% 2;')6 26.8% 24.9% 3;)0 : i’f

As for the relationship between the attitude and the number of arguments, only 7% of those who
declared a positive attitude did not bring a positive argument, whereas 70% of those with the
negative attitude did not bring any.

More applicants with the positive attitude refer to the use of one or two arguments, than those
with negative attitude. More than the third of the applicants with the positive attitude use three
or more arguments in their essays, whereas this number is 2.1% among those with the negative
attitude (see Table 4.4).
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Table N4.4
Position
Number of Arguments .
Total . . Gender is Not Unclear
by the Author Positive  Negative .o
Important Psition
0 24.4% 7.0% 70.7% 55.3% 28.9%
1 253% @ 26.8% 18.5% 28.2% 39.5%
2 244% | 30.4% 8.7% 11.8% 26.3%
3 and more 25.8% | 35.8% 2.1% 4.7% 5.3%

It turns out that the use and frequency of the use of arguments depends on the region, position
and test version.

Positive arguments appear in 1,289 papers. On average, each paper had more than one argu-
ment. The most often the applicants use the concept of gender equality (559 works, 17.1% of the
essays). The Human Rights concept is also frequently used (211 papers, 12.6% of the papers).
386 papers use women'’s qualities and characteristics as an argument (e.g. women are strong and
that is why they should be better represented in politics) (11.8% of the papers). 279 applicants
think that active involvement of women will be important for democratization, development, and
progress in the country (8.5%). Precisely the above-mentioned arguments are the most frequently
used by the applicants.

126 applicants say, that women will bring new and alternative ideas to politics. 114 applicants
think that Georgian mentality and traditions come in conflict with women’s participation. Only 68
works mention participation of women in decision-making processes. Applicants discuss women
in politics and the diplomatic sphere, however, very rarely mention their involvement in deci-
sion-making processes. In 69 works a religious argument can be observed, e.g. where applicants
state that God created women and men equally. Only 36 applicants consider that the increase in
the number of women in politics is one of the premises to economic development. Only 13 appli-
cants focus on the importance of realization of women’s capacities, which is not happening today
(see Table 4.5). Generally, less emphasis is made by the applicants about what consequences of
women’s active involvement in politics or other fields will have for women themselves.
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Table N4.5'
Positive Attitude Frame (Arguments) N %
Concept of gender equality 55 17.1
9 %
Human rights concept 41  12.6
1 %
Women’s qualities and characteristics 38 11.8
6 %
Democratization and development of the country 27
9 8.5%
. ) . 16
Women'’s capacity to perform all kinds of jobs 1 4.9%
. 15
cooperation of men and women 7 4.8%
s ind d 14
women’s independence : 449,
New/Alternative Id d val 12
ew/Alternative Ideas and values p 3.9%
Mentality/Traditions, as a hindering factor 11
4 3.5%
. . . . 10
Active involvement of women in social and political processes 3 3.2%
Neutralizing the tension in political sphere, recovering political sphere 73 2.2%
Involvement of women in decision making processes 69 2.1%
Religious arguments 68  2.1%
Discrimination/oppression of women is unacceptable 49  1.5%
Representation of womens’ interests 42 1.3%
Development of economy 36 1.1%
Justice concept 33 1.0%
Other 15 0.5%
None of the above 13 0.4%
Active involvement of women in social and political processes 8 0.2%
. .. .. . . 41 128
Neutralizing the tension in political sphere, recovering political sphere 7 o
0

'=100%

Arguments may differ by various demographic figures.
See Table 4.6 for difference by regions. The concept of gender equality is relatively often used in

Thilisi (23.4%) and Imereti (18.8%), while relatively rarely in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (12.6%),
which means that the concept that men and women are equal is more popular in Imereti and Tbili-
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si. As for the concept of human rights, it is more often used in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (17.5%),
Thilisi (15%), Adjara (15%) and Guria (15%), while the concept was the least referred to in
Mtskheta-Mtianeti (9.8%) and Kvemo Kartli (8%). To support their viewpoint, the argument of
women’s qualities and characteristics is relatively often used in Mtskheta-Mtianeti (14.6%) and
Guria (14.3%), while relatively rarely in Tbilisi (5.9%). Democratization, development and prog-
ress in the country is relatively frequently talked about in papers from Kartli (11.9%), while most
rarely so in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (4.8%), by the applicants. Data according to
each region is the following:
v/ Positive arguments are completely absent from 10.3% of the works from Tbilisi. The most
frequently used arguments are the following:
e  Gender Equality Concept (23.4%);
e  Human Rights Concept (15%);
e  Development, Democratization of the Country (10.3%).
v Positive arguments are completely absent from 14% of the works from Adjara. The most
used are the following arguments:
e  (Gender Equality Concept (17.5%);
e  Human Rights Concept (15%);
e  Women’s Qualities and Characteristics (10.5%).
v Positive arguments are completely lacking from 11.5% of the papers from Imereti. The most
frequently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (18.8%);
e  (Qualities and Characteristics of Women (13.1%));
e  Human Rights Concept (10.5%).
e Positive arguments are completely missing from 14.4% of the papers from Samegrelo-Ze-
mo Svaneti. The most frequently used arguments are the following:
e  Human Rights Concept (17.5%);
e  Gender Equality Concept (12.6%);
e  Women’s qualities and characteristics (12.6%).
e Positive arguments are absent from 15.9% of the papers from Mtskheta-Mtiantei. The fol-
lowing arguments are the most frequently used:
e  Gender Equality Concept (15.0%);
e  Women’s Qualities and Characteristics (14.6%).
e Positive arguments are completely missing from 16.7% of the papers from Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti. The following arguments are the most often used:
e  Gender Equality Concept (16.3%);
e  Human Rights Concept (12.1%);
e  Women’s qualities and characteristics (11.4%).
v/ Positive arguments are missing from 12.9% of the papers from Shida Kartli. The most fre-
quently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (17.6%);
e  Women’s Qualities and Characteristics (13.5%);
e  Human Rights Concept (11.6%).
v/ Positive arguments are completely missing from 12.6% of the papers from Kakheti. The
most frequently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (16.1%);
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e  Women’s qualities and characteristics (12.3%);
e  Human Rights Concept (10.7%);
e  Democratization/Development of the country (10.1%).
v Positive arguments are completely missing from 17.8% of the papers from Racha-Lechkhu-
mi and Kvemo Svaneti. The most frequently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (16.5%);
e  Human Rights Concept (14.3%);
e  Women’s qualities and characteristics (10.9%).
v Positive arguments are completely absent from 17.8% of the papers from Guria. The most
frequently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (17.3%);
e  Human Rights Concept (15.0%);
e  Women’s Qualities and Characteristics (14.3%).
v Positive arguments are missing from 6.6% of the papers from Kvemo Kartli. The most fre-
quently used are the following arguments:
e  Gender Equality Concept (16.0%);
e  Democratization, Development of the Country (11.8%);
e  Women’s Qualities and Characteristics (11.6%).
Arguments displaying positive attitude differ less by score and gender (see Table 4.7). The dif-
ference between the arguments by score is very small. As for gender, women use the argument
of women’s qualities and characteristics in support of their positive attitude more, than men do.

As for the difference by the test version, it is significant. First of all, it is important to note that in
case of the applicants that took the first test version only 8.4% do not use any arguments, whereas
the number of such applicants in case of the second version is almost a fifth.

It is important to note that the number of arguments one could bring in case of the first version
was significantly higher than in case of the second version so the results are logical.

In case of the first test version the most frequently used argument is that of women’s qualities and
characteristics (18.2%). We often encounter gender equality concept (15.2%) and Democratiza-
tion and Development of the Country (12.8%), as well as arguments regarding men and women
cooperation (7.3%), Human Rights Concepts (6.8%) and New and Alternative Ideas (6.6%).

In papers from the second version often used are the arguments regarding Human Rights Concept
(19.9%), Gender Equality (19.6%) and capacity of women to perform all kinds of jobs (10.6%),
women’s independence (8.6%) and 5.4% state that mentality presents an obstacle for women.

In comparison with the second version, the papers from the first version rarely use arguments
regarding Gender Equality, Human Rights, Women’s Independence and women’s capacity to
perform all kinds of jobs, while more frequently used arguments are: women’s qualities and
characteristics, cooperation between men and women, democratization and development of the
country and new and alternative ideas.

These differences are logical since it is relatively more adequate to bring arguments in response
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to the first version statement regarding women’s qualities and characteristics (e.g. women are
strong and thus should be involved in politics), cooperation of men and women (e.g. men and
women should be equally represented in politics, since they govern better together), democratiza-
tion and development of the country (e.g. inclusion of women in politics will help democratiza-
tion processes in the country), and new/alternative ideas (e.g. women will bring alternative ideas
into politics). These arguments better answer the statement from the first version.?

Consequently, arguments consistent with the second version statement are: Human Rights con-
cept (e.g. woman’s right to take up a profession which they consider appropriate), women’s in-
dependence (e.g. women are independent and no one should interfere with their decisions) and
women'’s capacity to perform all kinds of jobs (e.g. women can undertake all kinds of jobs). These
arguments better match the essence of the second version statement.

Obviously, the applicants with positive attitude towards Gender Equality use positive arguments,
which we do not encounter in 3.2% of the papers, more often (see Table N4.8). 59.1% of the
applicants with negative attitude do not use positive arguments. This means that 59.1% of the ap-
plicants do not see anything positive in active involvement of women. Applicants with negative
attitude use Gender Equality concept (12.8%) and Human Rights concept (8.6%) the most fre-
quently. This means that, in spite of their negative attitude, 21.4% of the applicants respect gen-
der balance and Human Rights. In case of the applicants with positive attitude, they use Gender
Equality concept (18.0%), woman’s qualities and characteristics (13.7%), Human Rights concept
(13.4%), democratization and development of the country (10.1%), Possibility of accomplishing
any type of job for a woman (5.6%), and Cooperated work of men and women (5.1%), the most
frequently.
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4.2. Negative Arguments

As it was pointed out, the applicants, possibly, were using negative arguments as well. Such argu-
ments are not indicated in 1,095 works; therefore, we encounter them in 611 argumented essays.
Negative describes arguments which express a negative attitude towards gender equality. If, for
instance, the applicants state that a woman’s main job is taking care of the family, it means that
they are disregarding the gender equality concept.

It is also important that there can be both, positive and negative arguments in papers that express
the negative viewpoint. For example, an applicant can be using a gender equality concept and, at
the same time, consider that the woman’s main job is taking care of the family.

It was possible for the applicants to use more than one argument.

In the majority of the papers (64.2%, 1,095 papers) none of the arguments were used. In 12.1%
of papers one argument was used (207 papers), two arguments were used in 8.6% of papers (146
papers), and three and more arguments were used in 15.1% of papers (258 papers). In total, we
encounter negative arguments in 611 papers (see Table N4.9).

Table N4.9
Number of Negative Arguments N %
0 1,095 64.2
1 207 12.1
2 146 8.6
3 and more 258 15.1

Usage of arguments differs according to the regions as well (see Table N4.10):

v We encounter negative arguments the least in Kvemo Kartli (not encountered in 75.6% of
papers), Adjara (not encountered in 71.7% of papers), Imereti (not encountered in 68.1% of
papers), and Samtskhe-Javakheti (not encountered in 66.9% of papers);

v/ Negative arguments are the most frequently used in Tbilisi (not encountered in 56.3% of
papers), and Mtskheta-Mtianeti (not encountered in 57.9% of papers);

v One negative argument in a paper is the most frequent in Tbilisi (15.6%);

v Negative arguments in a paper are the most common in Kakheti (11.9%) and Racha-Lech-
khumi (11.9%) and the least common in Adjara (5.7%) and Samtskhe-Javakheti (6.3%)

v/ 3 and more negative arguments in a paper are the most common in Mtskheta-Mtianeti
(20.7%), Thilisi (18.8%), Racha-Lechkhumi, Kvemo Svaneti (18.6%), and Samegrelo-Ze-
mo Svaneti (18.1%), and the least common in Kvemo Kartli (9.4%), Imereti (10%), and
Adjara (11.3%).
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Table N4.10
Number of Arguments
Region
0 1 2 3 and More

Thbilisi 56.3% 15.6% 9.4% 18.8%
Adjara 71.7% 11.3% 5.7% 11.3%
Imereti 68.1% 12.5% 9.4% 10.0%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 60.0% 13.1% 8.8% 18.1%
Mtskheta-Mtianeti 57.9% 11.4% 10.0% 20.7%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 66.9% 13.1% 6.3% 13.8%
Shida Kartli 62.9% 12.6% 8.8% 15.7%
Kakheti 62.3% 10.7% 11.9% 15.1%
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti 63.6% 10.9% 7.0% 18.6%
Guria 60.0% 11.9% 11.9% 16.3%
Kvemo Kartli 75.6% 10.0% 5.0% 9.4%
Total 64.2% 12.1% 8.6% 15.1%

*Only the high rates that are discussed in the text are highlighted.

Negative context numbers vary in cases of score, gender, and version as well (see Table N4.11).
Difference is small in case of score — negative arguments are used relatively more often in aver-
age score papers, than in high score papers. There is a small difference in case of gender as well
- negative arguments are relatively more often used by male applicants, than female applicants.

The difference is the most prominent in case of version — second version papers use negative
arguments much more frequently, than first version papers.

Table N4.11
Score Gender Version
Number of Arguments Total .
Average High Female Male I I

0 64.2% 60.4% 68.1% 67.4% 60.9% 77.0% 51.2%
1 12.1% 11.9% 12.4% 12.2% 12.1% 12.1%  12.1%
2 8.6% 10.5% 6.5% 6.5% 10.7% 49% @ 12.2%
3 and more 15.1% 17.2% 13.0% 13.9% 16.4% 6.0% @ 24.4%

In case of viewpoint and number of arguments correlation (see Table 4.12), we do not encounter
negative arguments in 84.2% of papers, while, in case of negative viewpoint, we do not encounter
negative arguments in 4.9% of papers. This means that, at least, 15.8% of applicants with positive
attitude use negative arguments. In case of the viewpoint - “gender does not matter,” it is made
clear from the Table that 69.4% of the applicants with this stance do not use negative arguments.
This means that this viewpoint does not imply and coincide with the negative viewpoint of the
applicants with negative attitude towards gender equality.
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Table N4.12
Viewpoint
Number of Arguments Total Gender Does Viewpoint
Named by the Author Positive Attitude  Negative Attitude  not Matter Not

Apparent

0 64.2% 84.2% 4.9% 69.4% 31.6%

1 12.1% 10.1% 14.9% 18.8% 34.2%

2 8.6% 3.2% 23.7% 7.1% 26.3%

3 and more 15.1% 2.6% 56.6% 4.7% 7.9%

As it turned out, frequency of using negative arguments is connected with region, viewpoint and
test version.

Woman'’s qualities and characteristics are used the most frequently, this time, with negative con-
notation (ex. Woman is weak and cannot fulfill some activities) (9.8%). The argument that mas-
tering some professions are unsuitable for a woman (9.1%), or that they are hard, or unaccom-
plishable (7.8%), are prominent. It is important that almost none of the papers have a viewpoint
that some professions are hard, or unachievable, for men. 4.1% thinks that there are professions
which are unsuitable for men to master, however, there has been no discussion about a man not
being able to handle a job. This means that the applicants think a man can do any job but some
jobs are simply unsuitable for him, whereas, for women, there are unsuitable and, also, unac-
complishable professions. Moreover, 7.2% thinks that it is better for a woman to not master
professions/jobs that depend on physical strength, while 7% states that men and women are not
equal (realistically, inequality between men and women is implied in every negative argument,
however identifying this statement happened when inequality between men and women was di-
cerctly accentuated in the paper).

77 applicants think that it is better for a woman to get busy with family matters and raising chil-
dren. 58 applicants state, based on the religion, that a woman and a man are not equal. We en-
counter a viewpoint that a man making decisions is better. In the answer “Other” includes view-
points such as: to solidify the viewpoint, an applicant talks about Georgian mentality/traditions
(23 papers); “increasing the number of women in politics, could cause decline in the number of
men” (18 papers); “womens’ involvement in politics will cause chaos” (11 papers), and etc. (see
Table N4.13).
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Table N4.13°

Negative Attitude Frame (Arguments) N %

Woman'’s qualities and characteristics 256 9.8%
Mastering some professions is not suitable for a woman 237 9.1%
Mastering some professions are hard, or impossible, for a woman 204 7.8%
It is better for a woman to not do jobs that require physical strength 187 700,
Woman and man are not equal 182 7.0%
Some professions are not suitable for a man 108 4.1%
It is better for a woman to be busy with family matters and raising children 77 2.9%
Author uses religion to stratify the argument 58 2.2%
It is better for a woman to not engage with a profession/work, that requires risk 50 1.9%
It is better for a man to make decisions 49 1.8%
Woman can engage with a man’s professions, if she has financial problems 44 1.7%
Other 67 2.6%
None of the Above 1,095  41.9%

=100%

Data differs throughout the regions. The most frequently negative arguments were from Mtskhe-
ta-Mtianeti (in 65.2%) and Tbilisi (in 64.7%), while the least frequently in papers from Kvemo
Kartli (no negative arguments in 56.5% of papers), Adjara (no negative arguments in 53.0% of
papers) and Imereti (no negative arguments in 50.5% of papers) (see Table N4.14).
v In Thilisi, negative arguments are not used in around one third of the papers, specifically, in
35.3% of papers.

Frequently used negative arguments are:
e  Some professions are unsuitable for a woman to master (11%);
e Woman’s qualities and characteristics (9.8%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (9.7%);
e [t is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work requiring physical
strength (7.8%);
e  Some professions are unsuitable for a man (7.1%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (6.7%).
v More than half, 53%, of papers do not incorporate negative arguments. The most commonly
we encounter the following arguments:
e  Woman’s qualities and characteristics (11.2%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (7.4%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (6.0%).
v Half, 50.5%, of the papers do not use negative arguments. We encounter the following argu-
ments the most frequently:
e [tis better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (8.8%);
e Woman’s qualities and characteristics (7.9%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (7.4%);
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e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (6.0%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (6.0%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 37.5% of papers in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti. We en-
counter the following negative arguments the most frequently:
e  Woman’s qualities and characteristics (11.7%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (9.4%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (9.4%);
e [t is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (9.0%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (8.2%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 34.8% of papers in Mtskheta-Mtianeti. We encounter
the following negative arguments the most frequently:
e  Woman’s qualities and characteristics (9.9%);
e [t is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (8.6%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (7.7%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (7.3%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (6.9%);
e [t is better for a woman to be busy with family matters, raising children (6.4%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 44.6% of papers from Samtskhe-Javakheti. We encoun-
ter the following negative arguments the most frequently:
Woman’s qualities and characteristics (10.0%);
Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (10.0%);
Mastering some professions is hard for a woman (8.8%);
Woman and man are not equal (7.5%);

It is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (6.3%);
e  Some professions are unsuitable for a man (5.4%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 39.5% of papers from Shida Kartli. We encounter the
following negative arguments the most frequently:
e  Woman’s qualities and characteristics (10.7%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (9.1%);
e [tis better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (9.1%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (7.1%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (5.5%);
e  Some professions are unsuitable for a man (5.5%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 39.4% of papers from Kakheti. We encounter the fol-
lowing negative arguments the most frequently
e Woman’s qualities and characteristics (12.0%);
e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (10.0%);
e [tis better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (7.2%);
e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (7.2%);
e  Woman and man are not equal (5.6%).
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v Negative arguments are not used in 37.3% of papers from Racha-Lechkhumi — Zemo Svane-

ti. We encounter the following negative arguments the most frequently

Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (12.3%);

Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (9.1%);

Some professions are unsuitable for a man (7.7%);

Woman'’s qualities and characteristics (7.3%);

Woman and man are not equal (6.8%);

It is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical

strength (6.4%).
v Negative arguments are not used in 37.1% of papers from Guria. We encounter the follow-

ing negative arguments the most frequently:

e  Woman’s qualities and characteristics (10.0%);

e  Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (9.7%);

e  Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (9.3%);

e  Woman and man are not equal (9.3%);

e [t is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical
strength (6.2%).

v Negative arguments are not used in 56.5% of papers from Kvemo Kartli. We encounter the

following negative arguments the most frequently:

Woman and man are not equal (7.5%);

Mastering some professions are hard/impossible for a woman (7.0%);

Woman'’s qualities and characteristics (6.5%);

It is better for a woman to not engage with profession/work, that requires physical

strength (6.1%);

Mastering some professions are not suitable for a woman (5.6%).

Usage of negative examples differs in case of gender and score as well (see Table N4.15). 45.6%
of female and 38.4% of male applicants do not use negative arguments, as well as 37.4% of av-
erage score and 47.1% of high score applicants.

The biggest difference occurs in case of versions (see Table N4.15). If 63.6% of the first version
papers do not use negative arguments, in case of the second version test papers, the number is

27.6%. This means that the applicants bring in negative examples two times more often in case
of the second version statement.

It 1s logical that 1.7% of the applicants with negative attitude towards gender equality do not

name negative arguments, while 76.8% of applicants with positive attitude towards gender equal-

ity do not use negative arguments. This means that 287 applicants with positive attitude still use
negative arguments as well (see Table N4.16).
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Summary

Applicants were providing arguments for their viewpoints. The arguments represented frames for
essays. The arguments themselves are divided into two: positive and negative. Each paper could
have had more than one argument.

Positive arguments are presented in 1,289 papers. Most frequently, the applicants were using the
Gender Equality concept (559 papers, 17.1% of papers) and Human Rights concept (411 papers,
12.6% of papers). 386 papers use womens’ skills and characteristics as arguments (ex., woman is
strong and, therefore, should be represented in politics more frequently) (11.8% of works). 279
applicants consider that active involvement of women is important for democratization, develop-
ment, progress, and etc. (8.5%), of the country. The applicants use the the listed arguments most
frequently. Only 13 applicants accentuate the idea that realization of a woman’s capabilities is
important. Generally, the applicants concentrate less on results for women that follow from wom-
ens’ active engagement in politics, or involvement in any professional field.

The arguments are used the most frequently in Lower Qartli (only 6.6% does not use the argu-
ments) and, the least frequently, in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti ((17.8%), Samtskhe
Javakheti (16.7%) and Mtskheta Mtianeti (15.9%). Only 8.4% of the applicants do not use the
arguments in the first version, while, in case of the second version, almost 1/5 of the applicants
do not use the arguments. It is important that more arguments could be provided for the first state-
ment, than in case of the second version. Therefore the result is logical.

We do not encounter negative arguments in 1,095 papers and, therefore, they are used in 611
essays. The most frequent argument used is woman’s qualities and characteristics, in this case,
with negative connotation (ex., Woman is weak and not capable of doing some jobs) (9.8%). The
opinions that mastering certain professions are not suitable for a woman (9.1%), or are hard and
impossible (7.8%), are frequent. It is also important that almost none of the papers had an opinion
that some professions are hard and impossible for a man.

4.1% of the applicants think that some professions are not suitable for a man. However, discus-
sion about a man not being able to do a certain job has not occurred.

This means that applicants think that a man can do any type of a job and that some of them are not
suitable for him. However, for a woman, there are unsuitable and, also, professions impossible to
master. Moreover, 7.2% thinks that it is better for a woman to not work at a job/profession that
demands physical strength and 7% states that woman and man are not equal.

Data differs across the regions. The most frequent negative arguments were in papers from
Mtskheta-Mtianeti region (65.2% of papers) and Tbilisi (64.7% of papers) and the least frequent
negative arguments were from Kvemo Kartli (56.5% of papers did not have negative arguments),
Adjara (negative arguments were not present in 53.0% of papers), and Imereti (negative argu-
ments were not formulated in 50.5% of papers).

45.6% of female and 38.4% of male applicants do not use negative arguments. This means that
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we encounter negative arguments formulated by men more often, than by women. 37.4% of
applicants with average scores and 47.1% of applicants with high scores do not use negative ar-
guments. This means that the applicants with average scores formulate more negative arguments,
than applicants with high scores.

The biggest difference occurs in case of versions. When 63.6% of the first version papers do not
use negative arguments, 27.6% is the number in case of the second version papers using nega-
tive arguments. This means that, in case of the second version statement, negative arguments are
named two times more.

V. Examples

Applicants solidify their viewpoints with examples. Examples are also, in their own way, divided
in accordance with positive and negative contexts. If we encounter a viewpoint that, for instance,
King Tamar was a strong leader, it is a positive example and if we have a viewpoint that King
Tamar was a weak leader, it is a negative example.

5.1. Positive Context Examples

Out of all the positive context examples, the most frequent were examples from the Georgian and
the World histories and foreign country politics (See. Diagram N5.1).

Diagram NS5.1

To solidify the viewpoint, author brings an example of (In a positive context):

Personal Experience
Examples from foreign Country Politics
Examples from the Current Georgian Politics
Examples from the Georgian History
Examples from the World History
International Documents
Functioning Legistative Documents in Georgia
Scientific Research, Experiments, Statistics
Scientific Literature
Examples, Citations from Literature, or Famous Individuals
Religion
Various Professions
other
Author Does Not Bring Examples for Stratifying the Viewpoint of the
Paper

25.9%

An important result of the research is that, as it turns out, the applicants have little information on
International documents, current Georgian legislative documents, and scientific literature.

Distribution of examples varies according to the regions (See. Table N5.1). Positive context ex
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amples are used the least frequently in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (46.5% of papers
do not have positive context examples) and in Tbilisi (46.3% of papers do not have positive
context examples). We encounter examples like these in Kvemo Kartli (only 31.9% of papers
exclude positive context examples), Adjara (only 32.1% of papers exclude positive context ex-
amples), and Guria (only 33.8% of papers exclude positive context examples).

The most commonly used examples frequency variation across the regions is presented below:

v Applicants from Imereti (42.8%) and Adjara (42.8%) bring examples from the Georgian
history the most frequently, while applicants from Tbilisi (26.3%), Samegrelo-Zemo Svane-
ti (28.8%), and Mtskheta-Mtianeti (29.3%), bring examples from the Georgian history the
least;

v Applicants from Imereti (27.7%) and Adjara (25.8%) use examples from the World History
the most frequently, while applicants from Mtskheta-Mtianeti (18.6%), Racha-Lechkhumi
and Kvemo Svaneti (15.5%) use these examples the least;

v Applicants from Kvemo Kartli (28.1%) and Thbilisi (24.4%) use examples from foreign
country politics the most frequently, while applicants from Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo
Svaneti (10.1%) use this type of examples the least;

v Applicants from Imereti (13.2%) and Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti (13.1%) bring examples
from literature, fiction films and etc., the most frequently, while applicants from Kakheti
(6.9%) do so the least;

v Other examples (summation of other examples) are identified in papers from Guria (30.6%),
Kvemo Kartli (28.8%), and Imereti (27.0%), the most frequently, while in the papers from
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (13.2%), and Samegrelo — Zemo Svaneti (16.9%),
examples from this category are represented the least frequently.

Bringing positive context examples are in correlation with text version, score, and gender (see.
Table N5.2).

Difference between the rates of example usage division according to gender is relatively small.
24.8% of female and 27.1% of male applicants do not use examples.

Difference in the use of examples according to gender is minimal. The difference is that males use
examples from the foreign country politics more frequently, than females.

Difference between the usage of examples according to score is important. 42.4% of average
score papers do not include examples; while only 13.8% of high score papers do not have exam-
ples used in them. The frequency of bringing examples from the Georgian history are almost the
same in case of high and average score papers. However, examples from the World history and
foreign country politics are presented in high score papers more. This means that:

v Average score applicants rarely use examples;

v Average and high score applicants bring examples from the Georgian history with similar
frequency which means that this type of attestation does not require specific knowledge;

v However, in the high score papers, examples from the World history and foreign country
politics were used more frequently. This means that there is a correlation between score and
informativity.

The difference between example distributions, in accordance with test versions, is quite big.
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First of all, we do not encounter examples in 17.5% of the first version test papers and 35.8% of

the second version tests. This means that there are more examples used in the first test version

papers, than in the second test version. Apart from this, in the first version papers, there are more

examples from the Georgian history, the World history, foreign country and Georgian politics,

than in the second test version papers. Partially, the cause of this could be that the first version

description was giving more opportunity for developing arguments and examples.
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Clearly, bringing positive context examples is connected with the viewpoint. Only 15.2% of the

positively minded towards gender equality does no bring positive context examples, while 62%

of the negatively minded towards gender equality do not use such examples. Individuals who are

positively minded towards gender equality are bringing the positive context examples more often

from the Georgian history, the World history, foreign country politics, and etc., than individuals

who are negatively minded towards gender equality (See. Table N5.3).
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5.2. Negative Context Examples

The applicants have not used negative context examples in 86.7% of cases. In other cases, rel-
atively more often, they are solidifying their viewpoint with examples which are connected to
scientific research, experiments and statistics. Most of the statistical data, provided by the ap-
plicants, does not come from actually existent research. This, once more, points to the fact that
applicants with negative viewpoint had a hard time solidifying their viewpoint with arguments

and examples (see. Diagram N5.2).

Diagram N5.2"2

To solidify the argument, the author brings an example of (negative context):

Personal Experience t1.1%

Examples from foreign Country Politics 2.0%

Examples from the current Georgian Politics | 0.5%

Examples from the Georgian History | 1.9%

Examples from the World History 11.0%

International Documents 0.1%

Active Legistative Documents in Georgia 0.1%

Scientific Research, Experiments, Statistics MW 2.6%

Examples, Citations from Literature and Famous Individuals |1 1.4%

Religion | 0.5%

Various Professions 21%

Author Does Not Bring Examples for the Argument _ 86.7%

According to the regions, it can be said that negative context examples are used with the least
frequency in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (91.5% do not use it), Shida Kartli (90.7%
do not use them) and Samegrelo — Zemo Svaneti (90.6% do not use them), while thye are used
with the most frequency in Tbilisi (76.6% do not use them). Even though Racha-Lechkhumi and
lower Svanei are regions where negative arguments were common, the applicants had a hard time
naming negative context examples (See. Table N5.4).

There was a slight difference in case of gender, score, and version. Female applicants use nega-
tive context examples less frequently, than male applicants. Also, there are less negative context
examples in the first version papers, than in the second version papers. Negative context exam-
ples are encountered less in the average score papers, than in high score papers (see. Table N5.4).
There is a slight difference in relation to position: it is logical that much fewer applicants with
the positive attitude use negative context examples, compared to applicants with negative attitude
(see. Table N5.5).

5.3. Comparison of the Negative and Positive Context Examples

Applicants rarely use negative context examples. There are many more positive context exam-
ples, than negative context ones. If we encountered positive context examples from the Georgian,

Because the percentage of examples used in the negative context is so low, it would be unfruitful to discuss them from

1=100% different angles (according to gender, score, region, version, and position)
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or the World, history, foreign country politics, there was no example diversity in case of the neg-

ative context examples. Mostly, such papers included various types of statistics (ex. “Scientists

have proven that a woman’s brain is much smaller than a man’s and, therefore, men think in a
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larger scale”), professions (ex. “a woman cannot be a driver, she does not have appropriate qual-
ifications”), and etc. (See. Diagram N5.3).

Diagram N5.3"

Author brings an example of:

Personal Experience

Examples from foreign country politics
Examples from the current Georgian Politics
Examples from the Georgian History
Examples from the World History
International Documents

Active Georgian legistative documents
Scientific research, experiments, statistics
Scientific Literature

Examples, Citations from Literature, or famous Individuals
Religion

Various Professions

Other

Author Does Not Bring an Example to stratify the paper 86.7%

[ Positive Attitude [ Negative Attitude

5=100%

5.4. Women Brought as Examples by Authors (Positive Context)

The applicants often name exemplary women and talk about their accomplishments in their pa-
pers. Half of the applicants (50.4%) did not mention women like these. Women from Georgia
were named with the most frequency (King Tamar, Maia Tskneteli, and etc.) (33.2%). King Tam-
ar was the most popular in this category of women. Women from the World history were named
frequently (21.5%) and foreign politician women (13.6%) (See. Diagram N5.4).

As it turns out, applicants are not aware of artist, feminist, and scientist, women. They were only

named by few applicants. It is also notable that applicants are not aware of women in other pro-
fessions either. This answer has 1.3% only because of Valentina Tereshkova.
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Women from the Georgian history
Waomen from the World history
Foreign Politician women
Georgian Politician women
Characters from literature and film
Successful women in other fields
Artist women

Feminist activist women

Scientist Women

Saints

Women Brought as an Example by Author

There are no such examoles in the oaoer N 50.4%

I ;5.2
I 21.5%
B 13.6%

B 2.4%

B 3%

j13%

| 0.7%

|o.7%

| 0.5%

| 0.4%

1°>100%

Exemplary women were named with the most frequency in Imereti (41.3% did not name any)
and Adjara (42.1% did not name any), while with the least frequency they were named in Tbilisi
(60% did not name any), Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (58.1% did not name any). In
case of exemplary women themselves, they are distributed the following way (see. Table N5.6):

v Women from the Georgian history are used as examples with the highest frequency in Ad-
jara (43.4%) an Imereti (43.1%), and, with least frequency, in Tbilisi (24.4%);

v Women from the World history are used as examples with the highest frequency in Imereti
(26.3%), and, with the least frequency in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (14.0%);

v Foreign politician women are named with the highest frequency in Kvemo Kartli (17.5%),
and, with the least frequency, in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (8.5%);

v Other responses (successful women in other professions, characters from literature and film,
and etc.) are named with the least frequency in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (7%),

and, also, in Shida Kartli (7.5%).
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This means that historical figures (women from the Georgian history and women from the world
history) the most often were named in Imereti (69.4% names them in total) and Adjra (69.4% in
total), and with the least frequency they were named in Tbilisi (43.8% in total), Racha-Lechkhu-
mi and Kvemo Svaneti (44.2% in total), and Mtskheta-Mtianeti (45.7% in total).

Women politicians (foreign and Georgian women politicians) are named most frequently in Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti (21.9% in total) and Kvemo Kartli (20.6%) in total, while, the least frequently, they are named in
Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti (10.1%) in total. This could possibly mean that applicants living
in Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli are the most informed about the modern political events, while
applicants living in Racha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti are the least informed.

Women in other professional fields (women artists, characters, scientists, and etc.) are named the
most frequently in Imereti (9.4% in total) and Adjara (9.4% in total), while, the least frequently,
they are named in Shida Kartli (3.8% in total) (See. Table N5.7).

Table N5.7'8
Women Brought as an Example by Author Historical Figures Women Politicians Other
Thilisi 43.8% 18.8% 7.5%
Adjara 67.9% 15.7% 9.4%
Imereti 69.4% 18.8% 9.4%
Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 53.8% 18.1% 5.6%
Mitskheta-Mtianeti 45.7% 17.9% 7.9%
Samtskhe-Javakheti 53.1% 21.9% 6.3%
Shida Kartli 52.2% 18.2% 3.8%
Kakheti 52.8% 17.6% 8.8%
Ratscha-Lechkhumi and Kvemo Svaneti 44.2% 10.1% 5.4%
Guria 59.4% 18.8% 5.0%
Kvemo Kartli 55.6% 20.6% 7.5%
Total 54.6% 18.0% 7.0%

Rate of naming successful people is connected to gender, score, and version (see. Table N5.8).
There is a minor difference between males and females — naming frequency of foreign women
politicians is the only noteworthy difference (male applicants name them more frequently, than
female applicants).

Difference according to score is quite drastic: high score papers use women as examples two
times more frequently, than average score papers. Women from the Georgian history are named,
almost, two times more in the high score papers, compared to the average score papers. Foreign
women politicians are named three times more often in the high score papers, than in the average
score papers. This means that, generally, using examples, especially of women from the Georgian
and the World histories and naming foreign politician women, is directly connected to score.

The percentage of women brought as examples, dramatically differs according to the test version
as well. Naming women like these occurs two times more often in the first version papers. Wom-
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en from the Georgian history are named twice as often in the first version papers, compared to the

second version papers. The indicator is similar in case of naming women from the World history.

Foreign politician women are named twice as often in the first version statements, compared to
the second version papers. Generally, using examples, especially naming famous individuals

from the Georgian and the World histories and foreign women politicians, is directly related to
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It was anticipated that applicants with positive viewpoint toward Gender Equality would name
specific women (in a positive context) more frequently, than applicants with negative viewpoints
(See. Cart N5.9).

Table N5.9%
Viewpoint
Women Brought in As Examples Total
Positive Negative Not Apparent

Women from the Georgian History 33.2% 40.9% 15.0% 18.4%
Women from the World History 21.5% 26.7% 9.3% 7.9%
Foreign Female Politicians 4.4% 5.4% 1.9% 2.6%
Georgian Female Politicians 13.6% 17.1% 5.5% 5.3%
Characters from Film and Literature 3.3% 4.4% 0.8% 2.6%
Successful Women in Other Fields 0.5% 0.8% - -
Female Artists 0.7% 0.8% 0.4% -
Active Feminist Women 1.3% 1.8% 0.2% -
Female Scientists 0.7% 0.9% 0.2% -
Saints 0.4% 0.5% 0.2% -
There Are No Such Examples in the Paper 50.4% 39.1% 77.0% 73.7%

2>100%

While calculating the qualitative data, it was found that:

v King Tamar is the most frequently cited individual from the Georgian history (See. Table
N5.9). She is part of one third of all the papers (part of 552 papers). Kravai Jakheli and Kh-
vashaq Tsokali (25 papers) and Maia Tskneteli (20 papers) are also named from the Geor-
gian history.

v Margaret Thatcher (one fifth of all the papers, 313 papers), Indira Gandhi (54 papers), Joan
of Arc (54 papers), and Cleopatra (28 papers), are the most frequently named women from
the World history (See. Table N5.10);

v Out of the Georgian female politicians (see. Table N5.11), Tea Tsulukiani (27 papers) and
Nino Burjanadze (22 papers) are named the most often;

v Out of the foreign female politicians (See. Table N5.12) Angela Merkel (185 papers), Elis-
abeth II (59 papers), Condoleezza Rice (34 papers), and Hilary Clinton (29 papers), are
named the most frequently;

Out of the fictional female characters (see Table N5.13), Otari’s Widow (25 papers) and/or Sa-
nata (poem “Bakhtrioni) (22 papers) are named the most frequently.

In total, the most frequently named women are: King Tamar (552 papers), Margaret Thatcher

(313 papers), Angela Merkel (185 papers), Elisabeth II (59 papers), and Joan of Arc (54 papers)
(See. Table N5.15).
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Summary

Applicants are solidifying their arguments with examples. The examples, in their own way, are
divided into positive or negative context examples. Out of the positive context examples, the exam-
ples from the Georgian and the World histories and foreign country politics were the most promi-
nent. An important result of the research is that, as it turns out, the applicants have little information
on international documents, active legislative documents in Georgia, scientific literature.

We do not encounter examples in 17.5% of the first version test papers and 35.8% of the second
version tests. This means that examples are used much more frequently in the first version test
papers, than in the second version. Moreover, examples from the Georgian and the world histo-
ries, foreign country and Georgian politics, are used far more often in the first version test papers,
than in the second version papers. Partly, this could be caused by the fact that the regulations of
the first version gave more opportunity of naming arguments and examples.

The applicants have not used negative context examples in 86.7% cases. In other cases, they were
strengthening their viewpoint by examples that were connected to scientific research, experi-
ments, and statistics. Majority of the statistics, used as examples by the applicants, were not based
on existing research. This, again, points to the fact that the applicants with the negative attitude
found it hard to solidify their viewpoint with arguments and examples.

The applicants were often naming exemplary women and talking about their accomplishments. Half
of the applicants did not mention women like these (50.4%). Women from the Georgian history
(King Tamar, Maia Tskneteli, and etc.) were named the most frequently by one third of the applicants
(33.2%), King Tamar being the most popular. Also, women from the World history were named fre-
quently (21.5%) and foreign country female politicians (13.6%). It looks like the applicants do not
know female artists, feminists, and scientists. Only several applicants named women like these.

The difference according to the score is important: Women are used in examples of the high score
papers twice as often, compared to the average score papers.

Women named as examples also differs in case of test versions — it is almost twice as frequent in
the first version papers. Generally, example usage is in direct correlation with the essay version.

The most frequently named exemplary women are King Tamar (552 papers), Margaret Thatcher

(313 papers), Angela Merkel (185 papers), Elishabeth II (59 papers), Indira Gandhi (54 papers),
and Joan of Arc (54 papers).
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V1. Gender and Professions

In some of the papers, the applicants state that a woman should not master certain professions.
Some of the most frequently named professions that women should not master are (166 papers
mention this), soldier, fire-fighter, and driver professions (See. Table N6.1).

Table N6.1

Which Professions Should Women Not Undertake? N
worker, handyman and mechanical engineer, construction work 166
Soldier 63
Fire-fighter 48
Taxi, Bus, or Other Transport, Driver@sguol, 40
Sailor, Captain 22
Sportsman (Violent Sport) 19
Policeman/Investigator 17
Politician 15
Engineer 11
Sportsman (Non-Violent Sport) 11
Carpenter/Metallurgist/Blacksmith 9
Elesiastic 8
Jurispudent (Prosecutor, Lawyer) 7
Architect 5
Businessman 3
Finansist, Economist 2
Scientist 2
President 2
Other Professions 13
There is No Such Data in the Paper 1,402

The applicants also point out that a man should not master babysitter, stylist, designer, cleaner/
washer, professions and should not do household choirs, or take care of offsprings. The important
thing is that the applicants are creating “restrictions” about professions for women more frequent-
ly. It also must be noted, that the applicants often indicate that some professions are unsuitable for
a man, while also saying about women that, a woman cannot master certain professions due to
physical, or intellectual, characteristics. No such viewpoint has been established in any of the pa-
pers — the applicants only state that some professions are not suitable for a man (see Table N6.2).
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Table N6.2
Which Professions Should Women Not Undertake? N
Babysitter 52
Stylist 25
Designer 19
Cleaner/Washer 19
Should Not Be Doing Household Choirs, Taking Care of His Offsprings 15
Teacher/Pre-School Teacher 15
Model 11
Cook/Baker 11
Pharmacist/Nurse/Nursing Assistant
Tailor 8
Other 19
There is No Such Data in the Paper 1,560

Summary

The applicants state that women should not master worker, handyman, mechanical engineer
(mentioned in 166 papers), soldier, fire-fighter, driver, and etc. While, a man should not master
professions like babysitter, stylist, designer, cleaner/washer, and should not be doing household
choirs, taking care of his offsprings.

The applicants often point out often that some professions are unsuitable for a man, while, in case
of women, they also state that women cannot master certain professions due to the intellectual,
or physical, characteristics.

The most important data connected to professions is that masculine professions are “prohib-
ited” for women, while feminine professions are prohibited for men. It is also interesting that
professions connected to physical strength, discipline, risk, fast decision-making, are viewed as
masculine. Exactly these types of professions are deemed inappropriate for women. Feminine
professions are connected to children and beauty industry, professions connected to tidiness, and
“not suitable for a man.”
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VII. Female Characteristics and Stereotypes

In 18.3% of papers, a woman is discussed as a representative of a weak gender, as a Lady in 8.9%
of the papers, and as a Madame in 6% of the papers (See Diagram N7.1).

Diagram N7.1

In the Paper, a Woman is Described As:
Madame,
shrew, 0.6%  6.0% Lady, 8.9%

Representat
ive of a
Weak

Gender,
18.3%

It is notable that usage of these terms (lady, representative of a weak gender, madame) is not
related to test version and gender (See. Table N7.1). However, it is related to score — a woman is
described as a representative of a weak gender in 22.6% of the high score papers and in 14% of
the average score papers.

The fact that the term “representative of a weak gender” is used with almost the same frequency
in the papers of, both, the applicants with positive viewpoint and the applicants with negative
viewpoints toward gender equality. The situation is similar in case of “Lady” and “Madame” as
well. This means that the usage of such terms is not correlated to viewpoint (See. Table N7.2)

Mostly, the applicants describe a woman as weak (170 papers), soft, delicate, and tender (104 papers),
diplomatic (57 papers), calm, peaceful and leasurely (54 papers). Woman’s positive characteristics
(ex. Diplomatic, strong, calm, and etc.) and negative characteristics (weak, delicate, overly emotion-
al, and etc.) were analytically merged. Even though women are described with the word “weak,” it
turned out that share of positive characteristics during grouping is 68.8%, while the share for negative
characteristics is 31.2%. This means that every third applicant describes a woman negatively. Neither
positive, nor negative characteristics are used in 956 papers (See. Diagram N7.2).
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Diagram N7.2

Characteristics and Features of a Woman

MNegative
Characteristic/
sofa
Woman31.2%

B Positive Characteristics of a Woman M Negative Characteristics of a Woman

Out of the negative characteristics, as it was noted before, the most frequently used are weak, delicate,
non-resistant, non-thinker, does not have a sharp mind, overly emotional, incapable of decision mak-
ing and controlling emotions/impulsive. Out of positive characteristics, the most frequently used are
diplomatic, strong, calm, balanced, thinker, goal-oriented, and etc.

Stereotypes were in many papers. One of the main stereotype that was used was that the main role of
a woman is to raise children or do household choirs. 63 applicants think that gender equality has been
achieved in Georgia (See. Table N7.3).

Summary

In 18.3% of papers, women are referred to as representatives of a weak gender, as a lady in 8.9%,
as a Madame in 6%. This data, as it turns out, is related to the score — woman is referred to as a
representative of weak gender in 22.6% of high score and 14% of average score papers. The fact
that “representative of a weak gender” is used with the same frequency in case of the applicants
with positive and negative viewpoints on gender equality is important.

Mostly, the applicants describe a woman as weak (170 papers), tender, delicate or soft (104 pa-
pers), diplomatic (86 papers), strong (57 papers), calm, peaceful and leisurely (54 papers).

Stereotypes were used in many papers. One of the most commonly used stereotype was that the
main responsibility of a woman is to raise a child or do household choirs. This means that, de-
spite the changes in perspective, woman remains tied to family anyway and doing activities are
“unacceptable,” unless she also “takes care of the family.”
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VIII. Knowledge of Gender Issues

In case of knowledge of gender issues, it is very small. Even though the majority of applicants
have a correct opinion towards some themes, they do not have information and, therefore, find it
hard to adequately discuss various issues. For example, out of the terminology related to gender
issues, 32.7% of papers use the term “gender equality,” or “gender balance,” and only 2.2% of
papers use “feminism,” or “feminist” (See. Diagram N8.1).

Diagram N&.1

Use of Related Terminology
gender equality, gender balance _ 3I2.7%
Feminism, feminist . 22%
Gender roles, social roles | 0.2%
Sexism, misogyny | 0.2%
Social construct/construction 0.1%
Gender politics, quota system 0.1%
Masculine/Feminine | 0.2%
Emancipation I 0.4%
Other terminology | 0.4%
Uses terminology incorrectly l 0.9%
Non of the Above e 628

Knowledge of gender issues, or research, is visible only in 38 papers, while the knowledge of
historic roots of the gender discourse is visible in 135 papers (see Table N8.1).

Table N8.1
Applicant’s Knowledge of Gender Issues N
Gender Theories, Research 38
Historic Roots of Gender Discourse 135
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Summary

The knowledge of gender issues is very miniscule. Even though the majority of applicants
have correct viewpoint about some themes, they do not have information and, therefore,
find it hard to discuss various topics adequately. For example, out of the terminology related
to gender issues, 32.7% of papers use the term “gender equality,” or “gender balance,” and
only 2.2% of papers use “feminism,” or “feminist” (See. Diagram N7.2). The applicants
rarely mention terms such as sexism, gender politics, masculine/feminine, gender roles, and
etc. Knowledge of gender theories, or research, is visible in 38 papers, while knowledge of
historic roots of gender is visible in 135 papers. This proves, despite having the correct view-
point, the applicants do not have adequate knowledge which, often, causes unconstructive
discussion, or contradictory statements in the same paper.
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Project “Women as actors for change and development” is being implemented by Women’s
Information Center, with the support of U.S. Agency for International Development US-
AID, and in partnership with Taso Foundation, Association of Young Economists of Georgia,
Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) and organization based in Gali district. The
project is aimed at the support of women’s full participation in political, economical, and
peace-building and conflict-prevention processes, promotion of women’s political participa-
tion, as well as social and economical empowerment in target regions by mobilizing commu-
nity, based on research of local needs.

About USAID in Georgia: During the past 23 years, the American people, through USAID,
have invested approximately $1.8 billion in Georgia. USAID projects are designed to sup-
port Georgia’s transition to a free and prosperous democracy and include initiatives to accel-
erate economic growth, develop democratic institutions, and improve health and education.
USAID provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries. For
more information, please visit http://georgia.usaid.gov.
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